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From our Ofsted Inspection (June 2013)
“Students achievements are outstanding, regardless
of their starting points, all groups make exceptional
progress to exceed the national average
significantly by the end of Year 11.”
“Teaching and Learning are outstanding because
staff are ambitious for their students to do well.
Expectations are high, and the vast majority of
lessons are challenging and planned to ensure that
all opportunities for learning are exploited.”
“Students’ outstanding behaviour underpins the
calm, friendly and purposeful atmosphere which
permeates the whole college.”
“The leadership and management of teaching
provide an unstinting drive for excellence.”
“The college’s extensive personal, social and health
education programme successfully promotes safe
and healthy lifestyles.”
The College was graded as outstanding in
all respects by the inspectors.
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INTRODUCTION
Dear Parent,
Welcome to Claverham
Community College. I hope you
find that this prospectus offers
you an informative look at the
life of the College.
I know that a good school has a
vital contribution to make in the
development of a young person
through the values and attitudes
which it embraces and by its level
of expectation for each pupil,
both academically and socially.
Our recent Ofsted inspection confirms the fact that
Claverham Community College is an outstanding school,
which has a myriad of opportunities to offer our pupils
both in and out of the classroom. The outcome of this
inspection is backed up year on year by our very high
standards in public examinations.
These achievements and the high personal standards of
our pupils do not arise by accident. We believe that our
achievements come from a distinct philosophy based on
high expectations, hard work, traditional values and
relationships and a sense of individual worth. Pupils are
encouraged to develop intellectual curiosity and gain a rich
diversity of experience through all that the College has to
offer. We view the College very much as a community with
all members working together towards the common goal
of ensuring excellent outcomes in all areas.
The provision on offer at the College is underpinned by
outstanding teaching and pastoral care together with an
impressive range of facilities.
We know that the process of choosing a school is a very
important one and we invite you to visit the College in
session, to experience at first hand the quality of education
available to your child at Claverham.
We look forward to meeting you.

Mr P Swatton B Eng (Hons)
Principal

C L AV E R H A M C O M M U N I T Y C O L L E G E

Distinctive Qualities
Our overall aim is to develop pupils who will have the
confidence, qualifications, qualities and independence
to succeed in the ever changing world. It is with this
aim in mind that we have structured the curriculum,
pastoral programme and the many varied activities
that take place both in and out of school.
We strongly believe that children need the security of
clearly defined and consistent boundaries within which
their personal and intellectual growth may flourish.
Our conviction is that effective teaching and learning
can only be achieved and maintained within a well
ordered school community. Pupils and parents need to
be aware of our priorities in this respect. This view is
central to all aspects of our College life.
We attach a great deal of importance to the personal
appearance of each pupil and expect school uniform to
be strictly adhered to and correctly worn. This is an
essential part of Claverham’s ethos.
“Students show respect for one another, for their staff and
for visitors.This is indicative of the values and ethos which
the college so successfully sets out to establish.”
Ofsted 2013

Pa r t n e r s h i P w i t h Pa r e n t s
The school can only achieve its aim of developing the
full potential of each pupil with the support and
involvement of parents. Communication between
school and home is therefore vital and takes place on a
day-to-day basis through the homework diary.
The school reports four times a year to parents about
their child’s attainment, effort and behaviour. Parents
have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress
with staff at consultation evenings.
There is an active Association of Parents and Teachers
at the College to which all parents automatically
belong. The Association arranges social events and
activities which raise funds to be used for the benefit
of all pupils.
Parents are invited to contact the College whenever
they wish to discuss any concerns they may have.
“The college works most effectively with parents and
carers, and its local community. Parents and carers clearly
value the care and support offered by staff.”
Ofsted 2013
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Formal CurriCulum
The National Curriculum entitles all children to receive an
education in each of the following subjects: English,
Mathematics, Science, Design Technology, Information
Communication Technology, History, Geography, Music, Art,
a modern foreign language, Physical Education and Religious
Studies. We have highly qualified staff and excellent facilities
at the College. The effectiveness of the teaching at
Claverham has been recognised by the Universities of
Sussex and Brighton, who have selected Claverham as a
partner in their teacher training programmes.
We see the National Curriculum as a minimum entitlement
for all children. The curriculum at Claverham is drawn from
a broader base. In Years 7, 8 and 9 we offer: Drama, one or
two modern foreign languages (from French, German and
Spanish), Classics in Years 7 and 8, and the option of taking
Latin in Year 9. In Years 9 and 10 a GCSE course is followed
in Religious Studies. In Years 10 and 11 all pupils take English
(including Literature) and Mathematics. Science is offered
either as the three separate subjects or as a combined dual
award at GCSE. We have retained an element of choice for
pupils in addition to following the core subjects. Options
include GCSE courses in: Geography or History, French,
German or Spanish, Information Communication
Technology, Physical Education, Music, Media Studies, Latin,
Drama, Dance, Fine Art, Graphic Art, Textiles, Food
Technology and Product Design.Vocational courses are
offered in Business Studies, Children’s Play, Learning and
Development, Information Creative Technology, Physical
Education and Science.
Every pupil follows a programme of Personal and Social
Education. This area of study includes: careers education,
citizenship, the environment, health education, industry,
personal relationships and sex education.
There is a robust homework policy at the College. Each
pupil is provided with a homework timetable and diary and
homework tasks can be viewed on-line. We believe that
homework is a crucial factor in ensuring that each child
reaches their full potential and therefore ask for the support
of parents in ensuring that our policy is strictly followed.
Children who have Special Educational Needs are catered
for according to their individual needs. Identification is made
through liaison with primary schools and referrals from
parents and class teachers. The College offers a variety of
curriculum enhancements to stretch our Gifted and
Talented pupils. We also have a dedicated “nurture group”
intake class for pupils who need a different approach to
enable their smooth transition to secondary education.
The curriculum for each child is supported and enhanced
by a wide range of educational trips and visits. These
include field trips for historical, scientific, geographical and
environmental investigations. In addition there are cultural
visits, various theatre trips and extended residential trips in
Art, Geography, History, Physical Education and Science to
major European destinations and beyond.
“A carefully planned and expanding range of subjects offered
leads to outstanding outcomes for students of all abilities.”
Ofsted 2013

C l aV E r H a m C o m m u N i T Y C o l l E G E

Pa s t o r a l C a r e
Claverham is a caring community in which each child is
seen as unique. We recognise that the emotional and
physical well-being of the individual is essential for
effective learning and personal development.
“The very strong provision made for students’ spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development is central to the college’s
aims of developing well-rounded young adults who are able to
care for others, display determination and integrity, and be
tolerant of difference.”
Ofsted 2013
The pastoral organisation of the College reflects this
philosophy and is built around a traditional house
system. On entry to the College all pupils are allocated
to one of the Houses and join a tutor group. The House
Tutor and Head of House know the individual pupils well
and are always available for consultation. It is their
particular responsibility to look after your child. Each
pupil is nurtured in a safe environment.
“College records show that behaviour over time is
outstanding. Attendance has improved to an above-average
level, and incidents of bullying are rare and are always
promptly addressed and checked. Students feel very safe
and respected.”
Ofsted 2013
The College expects excellent behaviour which
creates the atmosphere in which our students reach
their full potential.
“Students’ outstanding behaviour underpins the calm, friendly
and purposeful atmosphere that permeates the whole college.”
Ofsted 2013
The transition from primary school to secondary school
is a crucial period in a child’s education. We have well
established links with our local primary schools and a
carefully prepared transition programme for the
children. This process begins before the children arrive at
Claverham. Staff visit primary schools to meet individual
children and discuss their educational and social needs
with their class teacher.
During the last half of the Summer Term, intake evenings
are held, at which House staff meet parents and children.
Following this, pupils visit the College for three days to
experience the working atmosphere in the secondary
school environment. The College also runs a Summer
school for the new intake during the summer holidays.
At the age of 16, our pupils continue into further
education. To facilitate this transition we have a carefully
planned programme of counselling, advice and visits,
organised by the College and our Careers Advisor.
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Extra CurriCular aCtivitiEs
We feel that the development of wide ranging skills and
interests is important to a child’s education and therefore
we offer an extensive programme of extra curricular
activities at lunchtime and after school.
There are excellent facilities for sport: a sports centre with
a dance studio and fitness suite, a gymnasium with a
climbing wall, a state of the art artificial pitch, a heated
outdoor swimming pool, tennis courts and playing fields.
These enable us to provide an impressive range of
activities for the pupils.
Throughout the year there are individual and team sports
competitions, three College Inter-House weeks and a
College Sports Day to which all parents are invited. In
addition there are College teams in most sports, at all age
levels, and these compete against other schools on a
regular basis. Claverham pupils also represent the College
in both county and national teams.
Drama and Music thrive at Claverham and children have
regular opportunities to perform. Those involved in Drama
at the College gain an appreciation of the performing,
practical and technical skills required to stage a major
production. This is in addition to experiencing the
enjoyment of working successfully as part of a large team.
There is a choir, boys’ choir, chamber choir, wind band, jazz
band, brass ensemble, string ensemble, many rock bands
and an orchestra at the College. These groups take part in
our regular programme of College concerts, as well as
joining with other schools to perform at local venues. The
College also stages an annual musical production.
Towards the end of each school year we organise a
Community Week for the whole College. This has included
international and literary projects, links with industry and a
residential camp.
There are also further residential opportunities. In recent
years there have been: ski trips to Europe, geography field
trips to Iceland, outdoor pursuit trips to Snowdonia and
the Lake District, field trips to Northern Kenya and
modern languages trips to Germany and Spain.
“Students are offered many opportunities to excel.The range of
subjects meets needs exceptionally well, while a wealth of clubs,
societies, educational visits, and charitable efforts, both home
and abroad, ensure that the provision for spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development is impressively strong.”
Ofsted 2013
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