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Mr Tugby is leaving us this summer after 3 years at Claverham as an English
teacher and second in charge of the English department. Mr Tugby’s
dedication and enthusiasm have had a great impact on the enjoyment and
success of the pupils whom he has taught at the College and we wish him all
the very best for the future.

10.

CAREERS

Mrs Sharp is also leaving us this summer, during her time at Claverham Mrs
Sharp has put a huge amount of effort into teaching Maths and has always
ensured that the pupils she has taught have secured excellent progress. We
wish her all the very best for the future.

17.

I would like to thank all members of our school community for their support
over the course of this academic year which has been challenging at times for
many of us. I am extremely proud of the work ethic displayed by our students
throughout this year and the way in which they have demonstrated their
resilience and worked to support our community.
I hope that all of our students, their families and our members of staff have a
restful summer in preparation for the start of the new school year.

STAFF UPDATE
Mrs Cascio is retiring from teaching this summer after 22 years at Claverham;
during that time she has seen many changes at the College, but has always
worked assiduously to ensure that the students which she has taught at the
College have made excellent progress in English, her specialist subject area.
I am sure that you would want to join me in thanking Mrs Cascio for the
enthusiasm and devotion that she has shown. We wish her all the very best in
her retirement.

Mr Mitchell is leaving his role as PE teacher after spending 2 years with us.
He has made an excellent contribution to the College and passed on his
enthusiasm for his subject to all those he has taught. We wish him every success
for the future.
I would also like to thank Mr Willmott for his wonderful work in the DT
department during Miss Humphey’s maternity leave, Mrs Parks for her work in
the English department since Mrs Parmenter’s departure just after Easter and
Mr Palmer for his work in the Art department during Miss Parkers maternity
leave. We wish them all the best for the future.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the members of staff
at the College for their hard work and enthusiasm in supporting the young
people at Claverham and ensuring that the College continues to go from
strength to strength. The dedication and commitment that they have shown,
in this, the strangest of school years, has been without comparison and I am
extremely grateful to them all.
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11-14 HASTINGS SIERRA LEONE FRIENDSHIP
LINK NEWSLETTER
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DATES FOR DIARIES
•

Wednesday1st Sept
Inset Day

•

Thursday 2nd Sept
Year 7 and 11 students in school

•

Friday 3rd Sept
Year 7, 8 and 11 students in school

•

Monday 6th Sept
Year 7, 8, 10 and 11 students in school

•

Tuesday 7th Sept
All students in school

‘Numquan certo scire potest’
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TENNIS REBOUND FENCE
On Friday 4th June, Battle Town Council and Battle
for Tennis jointly celebrated the installation of a Tennis
Rebound Fence, on the public courts at Battle Rec. The
fence was funded by donations from a wide variety of
contributors including Claverham Community College.
The practice fence is simple in design and provides a
practice and warm up aid for players of all ages and
abilities. Both Battle Town Council and Battle for Tennis
hope the new practice fence will encourage residents
young and old, amateurs and experienced players to
benefit from the pleasure to be gained from tennis.
The courts will also have a new booking system so you
can book a tennis court in advance and ensure there is a
court available when you are. To book visit
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BattleRecreationGround

HEAD PREFECT TEAM 2021/22

UNIFORM
Could I please ask that all parents ensure that any uniform
items purchased over the summer break, particularly
shoes, conform to the college uniform rules as detailed on
the College website.
In order to ensure that we maintain the high standards of
uniform at the college, which we are all proud of, parents
or carers will be contacted in the event of there being a
concern with regard to their son or daughter’s uniform so
that the issue can be corrected.

Katherine who was appointed as a Deputy Head Student.

We are noticing a growing number of incidents caused by
the misuse of social media outside of school. I would ask
that parents and carers please help us by ensuring that
they have regular conversations with their son or daughter
regarding their use of social media, and carefully monitor
their usage, making sure that it is age appropriate and
that the content is not inappropriate.

Mr Swatton
Principal

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Alisha who was appointed to the role of Head Girl.
Felix who was appointed to the role of Head Boy.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Thank you for your support.

Mr Swatton, Mr Treloar, Mr Harrold and Mrs Griss had the
great pleasure of interviewing shortlisted candidates
for the roles of Head Prefects at the end of term. Every
student interviewed exuded passion for the College and
were a credit to themselves and their families. As ever,
it was an incredibly difficult position to appoint the lead
team. Supporting them next year will be the Senior Prefect
Team, College Prefects and Year 10 House Prefects. Our
sincere congratulations go out to:

Izabella who was appointed Deputy Head Student.
In addition to these roles, the following students were
appointed as senior prefects and each will be leading
on a school wide initiative linked to their specific area of
interest.
We are so looking forward to the opportunity to work
closely with the students next year.
Senior Prefects:
Jack, Leo, Rufus, Josh, Andreea, Lucy, Clarice, Alice,
Emmeline.
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YEAR 11 FINAL DAY

DUKE OF EDINBURGH & 4:4:24 CHALLENGE

We were so pleased to be
able to offer our Year 11
students a final day which
was a fitting culmination to
their time with us. On Friday
28th May the sun shone
and students arrived in all
manner of fancy dress, as
is tradition at Claverham.
As the picture shows,
there were a number of
dinosaur related costumes.
In addition, we had Zoro,
Ghostbusters,
doctors,
Scooby Doo and the
Mystery Machine to name
but a few.

We have seen increased numbers for the Duke of Edinburgh
programme over the past two years due to the ‘Boosting
participation’ programme; we currently have 80 Year 9,
56 Year 10 and 42 Year 11 students enrolled and who are
working towards completing their awards.
The organisation has relaxed various constraints around the
other sections of the award so they can still be completed
when restrictions have been in place. This has seen the
students complete all manner of tasks including being
carers for family members, completing endless online
workouts and volunteering within their local communities.

Students had a final assembly and visit from their Heads
of Houses in the morning. Following this they made their
way to the school field. Once there, students feasted on
a marvellous BBQ offering manned dutifully by Mr Swatton
and Mr Smith. There were rounders and stoolball games
going on and students and staff were able to converse in a
socially distanced manner.
The students had a lot of fun and the staff all appreciated
their efforts in creating an enjoyable and rewarding day.
Their behaviour was impeccable during the day and as
they left the school site for the final time at Claverham
students.
We wish them well in their future endeavours, whether
that is into further education, apprenticeships or training.
With the year that the whole world has experienced, their
resilience and integrity shone throughout during the ever
changing situation this year.

The show must go on for the expedition section too and
the Year 10’s will be going out on their Bronze expeditions
over the South Downs and camping in Alfriston on the last
weekend of term.
This term also saw our departing Year 11 students attempt
a challenge involving running or walking 4 miles, every
4 hours for 24 hours on the College grounds - 4:4:24. This
enabled them to complete the expectation section of their
Bronze awards and was a great way for them to depart
Claverham on a high, raising donations for charity at the
same time.
The challenge saw us run through the night of Friday 2nd
July into Saturday 3rd July morning. The group completed
loops of the back 3 fields at noon, 4pm and 8pm. The
midnight run saw us run 64 loops of the under cover area
(very mentally challenging even though it kept us out of the

SKI TRIP 2022
We are planning a school
ski trip for February half
term 2022 to the Italian
resort of Sauze d’Oulx.
A host resort for the 2006
Olympics, Sauze d’Oulx
offers fantastic high
altitude pistes.
This will be a six day trip for students of all abilities from
beginners to experts, and we will plan a series of dry
slope skiing sessions beforehand to prepare the pupils
for the trip. This school trip is on offer to all pupils, further
information and letters will be available from early
September.
Mr Ockmore
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MAYOR VISIT
The Mayor very kindly agreed to come into school to
present two of our students with trophies for their writing
competition successes. Enyd in Year 11 and Olivia in Year
8 won prizes for pieces of creative writing they completed
over lockdown.

JUDGE VISIT

pouring Summer rain), 4am saw us complete loops of the
astro in time for sunrise and 8am saw us run again around
the bottom fields in the great British summertime rain!

A very demanding challenge which the students all
managed to complete. Very well done all. A great
achievement.

The Honourable Judge Venn came into school to work
with a total of 100 Year 9 students. She spoke to them
about life in the law and then helped them to prepare
opening and closing speeches for a case the year group
have been working on.
This was a great experience for the students which will
then prepare them for the speaking section of their GCSE
over the next year.

LITTER PICK
A group of 23 Year 11 students arranged a litter pick
of the town centre. The Council lent our students all
the equipment they needed and between them, they
collected over 15 pages of rubbish in 2 hours!

Mr Harrold, Head of Telleham House

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS

A massive well done and thank you to all who took part.

The Library has been able to donate in excess of 100 nonfiction books to local charities such as: Raystede Centre
for Animal Welfare, Hastings Cats Lovers Charity, Guide
Dogs for the Blind in Hastings and Rother also, Children
with Cancer.
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YEAR 6 TRANSITION WEEK:
MONDAY 5TH – FRIDAY 9TH JULY
We had originally planned for all 230 Year Six student to
come to Claverham for a week of taster lessons and team
building challenges during the first week of July.

SPEAKERS TRUST WORKSHOP - 25TH MAY
As part of the English Language GCSE qualification all
students were required to give a speech (on a topic of
their choice) which must last a minimum of three minutes.
This can be a very daunting task for some students but we
were lucky enough to have a workshop from the Speakers
Trust Charity.
The aim of the day was to give the students practical
tips and advice as well as improving their confidence in
speaking in front of people.
The tutor was complimentary of the courage and progress
shown by our students.

EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING AND WELFARE
However, following the Government’s announcement
regarding the continuing restrictions, we were unable to
mix the schools, and so were forced to revaluate! We
instead invited our seven main feeder Primary Schools to
come up to Claverham in their school bubbles!
The pupils had a day of taster lessons and team building

If over the holidays your child struggles with any aspect of
their own emotional well-being or welfare please check
the school website for a whole range of information and
useful links.
Self care is vital after this difficult and challenging year and
this resource may be beneficial for assisting with this.
The MHFA@claverham.org email will be monitored over the
school holidays for more individualised support.

STUDENT RESILIENCE
Over the course of this year our students have shown their
resilience and determination in a wide variety of ways as
demonstrated by some of the articles in this newsletter.
Please see the art work below from Oona in year 7 who has
been working on this piece over the past term.
challenges and got used to travelling around the school
from classroom to classroom.
Pupils were engaged fully with the activities and seemed
to enjoy their day as a secondary school student.
We were very grateful to have around twenty Year 11
students who volunteered to give up their time to help
chaperone the students and lead them in activities.
We are also hosting a summer school for the new year 7
students during the first three weeks of the summer break.
This is being run in conjunction with Battle Sports Centre
and will see a number of activities taking place based
around numeracy, literacy, physical activity, mental
health and enrichment activities.
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VISIT FROM THE MAYOR OF BATTLE AND
THE DEPUTY LIEUTENANT OF EAST SUSSEX
We were delighted that the Mayor of Battle and the Deputy
Lieutenant of East Sussex made time in their busy schedules
to visit the College recently. They came into school to look
at the procedures in place related to the pandemic and
to speak to members of staff, especially our support team,
about the excellent work that they have been engaged
with over the past 16 months.
The visit highlighted the crucial efforts that all members of
the team have carried out in enabling the school to run
smoothly, our teachers to ensure our students continue
to make progress and students and their families are
supported in every way possible.

CAMBRIDGE SCHOOLS ECO-COUNCIL
AND THE VOICES OF FUTURE GENERATIONS
CHILDREN’S INITIATIVE
Please see below an invitation to a sustainability related
presentation that members of the college community may
wish to participate in remotely. It is aimed at growing interest
and understanding of the UN Sustainability Development
Goals in schools.
Eco-Seminar: Nature-Based Solutions: Mangroves
Wetlands (SDGs 13, 14 & 15) - Monday 26 July 2021

&

Focus: What are nature-based solutions to climate change?
How can we protect mangroves and wetlands?
Bonus: Launch of the UNESCO Voices of Future Generations
(VoFG) books:
The Children Who Saved the Mangroves by Rehema Kibugi
(Africa)
Journey for Tomorrow by Andrea Wilson (North America)
Chairs:
•

Nico Roman, Cambridge Schools Eco-Council CoChair, Voices of Future Generations Child Ambassador,
Kings College School Eco-Society Co-leader.

Speakers:
•

Sanjiv Fernando, Research Associate in RESOLVE’s
Washington, D.C., office, where he develops and
implements new technologies for wildlife protection,
manages
RESOLVE’s
innovative
conservation
projects, applies data and spatial analysis to global
conservation issues, and provides fundraising support
for the Biodiversity and Wildlife Solutions program.

•

Darlene Coyle, Policy Project Coordinator, Canadian
Youth Biodiversity Network (CYBN), Associate Fellow,
Centre for International Sustainable Development Law
(CISDL).

•

Thomas Langford, Eco-Councillor in the Cambridge
Schools Eco-Council, and winner of the Rotary Young
Environmentalist Award for East Anglia.

•

Rehema Kibugi, Gold Award Laureate, UNESCO Voices
of Future Generations (VoFG) Children’s Rights Initiative
for Africa and Child Author of The Children Who Saved
the Mangroves.

•

Andrea Wilson, Gold Award Laureate, UNESCO Voices
of Future Generations (VoFG) Children’s Rights Initiative
for North America and Child Author of Journey for
Tomorrow, blog post author on the Sustainable
Development Goals and Child Rights.

We look forward to your participation and please do also
pass this invitation to family members and friends who
might be interested.
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SPORTS DAY 2021
The final day of term saw the whole college take part in
Sports Day. This day traditionally takes place at the end of
our inter house week, however, due to the Year 10 work
experience it was moved from Friday 16th to Monday 19th
July, the last day of the academic year.
We were blessed with beautiful weather for the day and
after missing the event last year, due to the school closure,
it was amazing to see our pupils once again competing
with pride to represent their house. The final scores were:
5th Oakwood 750 pts
4th Telleham 792 pts
3rd Santlache 817 pts
2nd Caldbec 882 pts
1st Montjoie 898 pts
Congratulations to Montjoie.
The individual trophies for the pupils accumulating the
most points from a maximum of three events were:
Junior boy athlete: Sam B.A of Santlache
Junior girl athlete: Millie H of Montjoie
Senior boy athlete: Thomas P of Telleham
Senior girl athlete: Alisha R of Santlache
Well done to these outstanding athletes but also every
pupil who completed in an event.
Enjoy your summer.
Mr Jones
Head of PE
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TIKTOK

ESTRICTIO
ER

12+

N

TikTok is a video-sharing social media app which lets people create, view and
download looping 15-second clips. Typically, these are videos of users lip-syncing and
dancing to popular songs or soundbites (often for comic purposes), enhanced with
filters, effects and text. Designed with young people in mind, TikTok skyrocketed in
popularity in 2019 and has featured near the top of download charts ever since.
It now has around 800 million active users worldwide.

AG

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel it is needed.
This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

If under 18, supervision
of a parent or legal
guardian required.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know About

AGE-INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

EXPLICIT SONGS

HAZARDOUS VISIBILITY

ADDICTIVE NATURE

Most videos appearing on a child’s feed are
light-hearted and amusing. However, some
clips have been reported for featuring drug and
alcohol abuse, themes of suicide and self-harm,
or young teens acting in a sexually suggestive way.
The sheer volume of uploads is impossible to
moderate entirely – so it is possible for a child to be
exposed to explicit and age-inappropriate content.

TIKTOK FAME

TikTok primarily revolves around
videos of users lip-syncing and
dancing to music. Inevitably, some
featured songs will contain explicit or suggestive
lyrics. Given the app’s young user-base, there is a
risk that children may view older users’ videos
and want to imitate any explicit language or
suggestive actions.

IN-APP PURCHASES

Like all social media, TikTok is designed to be
addictive. It can be hugely entertaining – but that
also makes it hard to put down. As well as the
punchy nature of the short video format, the
app’s ability to keep you intrigued about
what’s coming next mean it’s easy for a
5-minute visit to turn into a 45-minute stay.

Connecting with others is simple on TikTok –
including commenting on and reacting to
users’ videos, following their profile and
downloading their content. The majority of
these interactions are harmless, but – because
of its abundance of teen users – TikTok has
experienced problems with predators
contacting young people.

The app has created its own celebrities:
Charli D'Amelio and Lil Nas X, for
example, were catapulted to fame by
exposure on TikTok – leading to many
more teens attempting to go viral and
become “TikTok famous”. While most
aspiring stars hoping to be ‘the next big
thing’ will find it difficult, setbacks may
in turn prompt them to go to even more
drastic lengths to get noticed.

There’s an in-app option to purchase ‘TikTok coins’,
which are then converted into digital rewards for
sending to content creators that a user likes. Prices
range from 99p to an eye-watering £99 bundle.
Buying coins is now restricted to over-18s – but
TikTok doesn’t require users to verify their age on
sign up, so a young person could easily access this
feature if they were determined to.

Advice
Advice for
for
Parents
Parents && Carers
Carers
TALK ABOUT ONLINE CONTENT

MAINTAIN PRIVACY SETTINGS

Assuming your child is above TikTok’s age limit, talk
to them about what they’ve viewed on the app. Ask
their opinion on what’s appropriate and what isn’t.
Explain why they shouldn’t give out personal details
or upload videos which reveal information like their
school or home address. In the long
run, teaching them to think critically
about what they see on TikTok could
help them to become social-media
savvy.

In early 2021, TikTok changed the default setting for all
under 16s’ accounts to ‘private’. Keeping it that way is
the safest solution: it means only users who your child
approves can watch their videos. The ‘Stitch’ (which
lets users splice clips from other people's videos into
their own) and ‘Duet’ (where you build on another
user's content by recording your own video alongside
their original) features are now only available to
over 16s. This might clash with your child’s
ambitions of social media stardom, but it will
fortify their account against predators.

ENABLE FAMILY SAFETY MODE
‘Family Safety Mode’ lets parents and carers link
their own TikTok account to their child’s. Through
your mobile, you can control your child’s safety
settings remotely – including limiting screen time,
managing their ability to exchange messages (and
with whom) and blocking a lot of age-inappropriate
content. Tiktok refreshed its Safety Cantre in May
2021, providing new resources for parents and
carers to support online safety among families.
These resources can be found on their website.

USE RESTRICTED MODE
In the app’s ‘Digital Wellbeing’ section, you can filter
out inappropriate content (specific content creators
or hashtags, for instance) using ‘Restricted Mode’.
This can then be locked with a PIN. You should note,
though, that the algorithm moderating content isn’t
totally dependable – so it’s wise to stay aware of
what your child is watching.

LEARN ABOUT REPORTING
AND BLOCKING

With the correct privacy settings applied, TikTok is a
relatively safe space. However, in case something
does slip through, make sure your child knows how
to recognise and report inappropriate content and
get them to come to you about anything upsetting
that they’ve seen. TikTok allows users to report
anyone breaching its guidelines, while you can also
block individual users through their profile.

MODERATE SCREEN TIME
As entertaining as TikTok is, you can help your child
to manage their time on it in the ‘Digital Wellbeing’
section. Under ‘Screen Time Management’, you can
limit the daily permitted time on the app (in
increments ranging from 40 minutes to two hours).
This preference can also be locked behind a PIN.
That way, your child can get their regular dose of
TikTok without wasting the whole day.

Meet our expert
Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media
consultant who is passionate about improving digital
literacy for parents and children. She has extensive
experience in the social media arena and is the
founder of Kids N Clicks: a web resource that helps
parents and children thrive in a digital world.
SOURCES: www.tiktok.com

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

@natonlinesafety

/NationalOnlineSafety

@nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.05.2021

NEW CAREERS WEBSITE
Our new Careers website is now live! Please click on the
Careers tab on the school’s main website to access our
careers information and many useful resources and links.
https://sites.google.com/claverham.org/claverhamcareers/careers-home-page

TASTER DAYS - Year 10
Bexhill College
Please find below the Username/Password needed for
students to access the Year 10 Taster Day resources.
The resources will be available from Monday 12th July
2021 to Tuesday 31st August 2021. Year 10 students can
access the resources either while they are in school or in
their own time at home. Please feel welcome to browse the
resources yourself.
Username: claverham2021
Password: bexhill2021
The URL is:
https://moodle.bexhillcollege.ac.uk/
You will need to click on the Virtual Taster Week 2021
banner.
East Sussex College
Please click on the follow link to access the taster day
resources and videos on demand:
https://www.esclive.co.uk/
Heathfield Community College
Heatfield Community College provides a number of
resources on their website. Please visit:
https://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=2034117
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NEWS LETTER
Hastings Sierra Leone Friendship Link

School Farms Project off to a flying
start. Schools in the project have shown huge enthusiasm and com-

mitment to the project.. Almost all the schools have now got crops growing,
and those that don’t are having problems with their land being acquired.
Some schools are on their second planting. It is quite amazing how this project has grown. See pages 2 and 4 for more pictures and information..

Fundraiser for the Twin
Town Centre.
Our London friends, the Sierra
Leone Hastings Association
(UK), are organising a Zoom
party (a “Hastings Jamboree”) to
raise funds for the Twin Town
Centre in Hastings SL. The musical line-up even includes music
from Sussex Brass! You can
support the event by sending a
donation by bank transfer. If you
want to buy raffle tickets (and the
Londoners always have spectacular raffles!) - £2 per strip or £10
for a book of 5 strips - then you
should put "Raffle + [your name]”
as the reference so that they
know it’s for raffle tickets and in
whose name. I’ve tried the system -= it works fine. If you just
want to send a donation, I should
put “Donation” as the reference.

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Issue No. 2 June 2021

Chairman’s Welcome
As we progress along the bumpy Government
roadmap out of the Covid-19 lockdown,
hopes of a return visit by our partners from
Hastings Sierra Leone this summer have faded. We can but hope and pray that the vaccination programme will succeed and enable
us to visit Sierra Leone again in 2022. But
that hasn’t stopped us progressing some of
the projects over in Sierra Leone. In this edition we focus on the School Farms Project
and the work on the Health Centre.
Fundraising has continued to be a challenge
and we have struggled to hold any of our traditional fundraising events, such as the Quizzes and Wine Tasting Evenings. My Fellow
Trustees put on their thinking caps however
and did manage to run an on-line auction,
which was a huge success and we reported
on in the last Newsletter.
Our friends in Sierra Leone still seem to be
managing the Covid pandemic better than
us .
Even if we can’t visit we can still work with
them using social media and the internet and
some of the items in this newsletter clearly
demonstrate that we can still make a difference. Every pound you help us raise and
even your annual subscription can really
change things, as you will see from the article
on the exciting next phase of the School
Farms project.
What is certain is that we are more reliant
than ever on you as members of the Link
for your support, for spreading the word
about our work, helping to raise muchneeded funds and encouraging your
friends and family to join us as members
and help with our fundraising.
Richard Homewood,
Chairman

Registered charity no. 1127137
www.hastingshastings.org.uk
Hon Sec. Robin Gray
secretary.hslfl@gmail.com
Issue No 2 June 2021
Page 1 of 4
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Hastings Health Centre—Providing From little
acorns……
Vital Care in Challenging Times
During last year’s visit to Sierra Leone in

In normal times the Health Centre in Hastings, SL provides vital
health and ante-and post-natal care in a country with one of the
highest infant mortality rates in the world. In recent years, added
to this it has faced the challenges of Ebola and more recently
Covid-19 on a shoestring budget.
The Health Sub-Committee, chaired by Christine Boulton
-Lane, continues to work hard to source medical equipment, medicines and funds for the Unit. A full survey of
the Health Centre was carried out during the February
2020 visit and plans drawn up for a much needed triage
and isolation unit and an extension to the TB and HIV
unit. Estimates were obtained and these improvements
will cost over £20,000, way beyond our means given the
challenges we face raising funds at the moment. Some
work to repair the water supply pipes and the entrance
road were funded during the February 2020 visit and
work has been completed on a smaller project to extend
the TB and HIV Unit and provide an additional toilet for
this unit

February, we left some money for the
schools to buy seeds to plant during the
rainy season. The money was kindly
donated by Battle Horticultural Society.
This ‘Seeds Challenge’ was a huge success. With the equivalent of just £9 per
school they grew a large variety of
crops.

Work to extend the TB unit

The harvests were shared between
teachers, pupils and the local community, sold to buy more seeds or sold to
buy equipment for the school. There is
now a new 2021 School Farms Project
which continues and expands on the
2020 Seeds Challenge (see P4 )

Triage and Isolation Unit—
a vital addition to the Health Centre

The importance of the Triage and Isolation cannot be underestimated. It will
be a vital addition to the facilities if the health care staff are to be able to keep
victims of Covid-19 and other highly infectious diseases away from
pregnant women and babies.
Generous donations from the Hastings Association UK Branch and the Church
of the Good Shepherd in Romford have helped us build up our funds and we
are hoping to be able to fund phase 1 of the work to the Triage and Isolation
Unit soon. Fundraising efforts will need to continue however if we are to complete the work to it.

So…..with £200







Existing triage and isolation unit
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21 schools received £9 to buy
seeds
Many large areas of crops were
grown and harvested
Many children, teachers, families,
friends and schools benefitted
from the harvest.
Some crops were eaten, some
were sold.
New seeds were bought to plant a
further crop.
Equipment was bought for
schools.

Membership is the foundation and lifeblood of the
Link

Schools Sanitation Project

Your continued Membership, help with fundraising and
donations are vital if the work of the Link is to continue. The
stories here show how just a small amount can make such
a big difference to peoples lives, so the extra fees will
make a huge difference. Please renew your membership
now, help make our projects a real success and change
people’s lives. Details of how to join can be found on our
website https://www.hastingshastings.org.uk/

Clean water, basic toilets and good hygiene practices are essential for
the survival and development of children. According to UNICEF, every
day, over 800 children die, worldwide, from preventable diseases
caused by the lack of these basic facilities. It is acknowledged that Sub
Saharan Africa, which includes Sierra Leone, lags far behind other
continents in addressing the problem. In Sierra Leone the lack of these
basic facilities in our twinned schools is impacting on their education
and their futures.
Children often miss out on education because they spend hours every
day collecting water and are exhausted if and when they get to school.
Many older girls have to miss school on a regular basis due to the lack
of menstrual hygiene facilities. We realised that whilst we couldn’t tackle the problem in the whole of Sub-Saharan Africa, we could improve
the prospects for the future of children in the schools we are twinned
with in Hastings, Sierra Leone by ensuring they have a sustainable
water supply, good basic sanitation and hygiene facilities.
This is a huge project and we have been working with other established
organisations in Sierra Leone and the individual schools to plan how we
can improve the facilities and give the children a better chance for the
future. A survey of the schools was undertaken to establish what facilities they currently had and didn’t have.
Ahead of the visit in February 2020 funding was sent to four schools to
enable them to start work on improving their water supplies.
At St Mulumba school a new water tower and piped connection to the
well means that they now have a water supply!
Osman Kamara, head teacher at Kankalay School sped into action and
took charge of the work to ensure it was carried out correctly. The water tower went up in record time and the new tank raised into position
by an enthusiastic team.
At REC Hastings Adama Bengura supervised the refurbishment of the
well and the additional security measures.
At REC Jui Upper Primary and Infants, men bravely climbed down into
the well to dig it deeper, to ensure a year round supply of water, whilst
their colleagues repaired the pump and feed pipes. Certainly not a job
for the faint hearted!

During the February 2020 visit all other twinned schools were
visited to see what we need to do to ensure they have a sustainable water supply. The Covid pandemic and the difficulties with
fundraising have delayed progress but we are hopeful that we can
start to raise funds and make headway in the near future as we
come out of lockdown. More information and Photos can be found
at https://www.hastingshastings.org.uk/current-projects/schoolssanitation-project/

Help raise funds with on-line
shopping
We are all shopping on-line more since the Covid-19 pandemic
and lockdowns. You can raise funds for the Link with every penny
you spend on line.
If you’re an Amazon user you can sign up to https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/
Sign up to Give as You Live for all of your on-line shopping . https://www.giveasyoulive.com
Alternatively you can sign up to Easy Fundraising https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hslfl/
In each case, you just nominate the Hastings Sierra Leone Friendship Link (charity nº 1127137) as beneficiary.
It is SO easy. It costs absolutely nothing for you as the customer
and there is a popup that says how much is being donated.

Sowing the seeds for the future
The Link Strategy has four key strands for development:
Education, Health, Infrastructure and Livelihoods. Trustee
David Lewis, leading on Creating Livelihoods, is proposing
projects to support vocational training, provide local employment and create sustainable businesses. Following the
success of last year’s Seed Challenge, he and Isabel Hodger
are working via Zoom with Jeitta Kanneh and Francis Mason, who have signed up over 20 schools for our Schools
Farm Project 2021. See page 4 for more…
Page 3 of 4

The project was launched with a School Farms Project
Workshop which took place on Saturday 20th March. Commitments were made and funding for this year was distributed. Schools then began their own projects and Jeitta is visiting them regularly to monitor progress. At the end of the
growing season, a further workshop will take place to record successes and further areas for development..

School Farms Project 2021

Following the fantastic success of the 2020 Seeds Challenge,
Hastings Sierra Leone Friendship Link and colleagues in Sierra Leone have set up a School Farms Project for 2021. This
new project aims to enable a self-sustaining annual harvest,
build skills in agriculture and create opportunities for employment. The Schools and Livelihoods section of the Link are
working together on this project.

Schools taking part in 2020 Seeds Challenge received monies, kindly donated by Battle Horticultural Society, to buy
seeds for planting in school gardens. At the end of the growing
season they were all sent a questionnaire in order to receive
feedback on how the project had worked for them. Questions
were designed to assess the impact it had on the school and
the local community and gather any ideas for improving it in
the future. From this, the 2021 aims evolved, and consideration for what funds were needed to sustain the project going
forwards. It was agreed that each school would receive £20
this year to cover the cost of seeds, but a generous donation
from patron Dain Jensen meant we could also fund garden
tools, fertilizer and maybe even fencing; and further funding
could also be made available for expenses including workshop
and communication technology.
As it is important that our colleagues in Sierra Leone have
ownership of this project, Jeitta Kanneh, a retired headteacher
in Hastings Sierra Leone has been recruited to become Local
Project Manager and Francis Mason is acting as her support
and mentor. The project is running in 25 schools, and Jeitta’s
role includes running workshops, maintaining communications,
school monitoring visits, receiving and writing reports and liaison with Hastings UK.

One of the aims for this project is that from 2022 schools
will be able to continue the School Farms Project without
further funding. The other very important aim is to develop
pupil skills in agriculture that enables them to seek employment. To that end, schools will be encouraged to consider
how these aims might be achieved, working with other
schools and members of the community.
This is such an exciting project and we would like to thank
everyone in Sierra Leone who worked so hard last year,
and are working so enthusiastically to make 2021 a success.

STOP PRESS!
Generous Donations from our supporters
are helping to fund our projects. We
would like to express our thanks to all of
them including:

Jeitta Kanneh, Francis Mason, David Lewis, Isabel Hodger
and Roger Mitchell are meeting regularly through Zoom (thank
goodness for modern technology) to discuss the project, the
timetable, the details of the workshop and the finances required.

Patrons: Peter Penfold, former British High Commissioner in Sierra Leone, Michael J.Foster DL and Dain Jensen.
Chairman: Richard Homewood 07712 088648. Vice Chairman: Derek Tomblin 01424 753768.
Secretary: Robin Gray 07812 487378 Treasurer: Martin Copland 07890 407421. Membership Sec: Jacqui Homewood 07740 965198
Schools Liaison: Isabel Hodger 01424 201624. Roger Mitchell 01424 422299 Health Working Party: Christine Boulton-Lane 07714 557037.
Creating Livelihoods: David Lewis 07412 538013 Fundraising: Nola McSweeney 01424 751295

Page 4 of 4

Rye Creative Centre, in association with East Sussex Music, presents:

THE
BRIDGEPOINT
ENSEMBLE
with Matthew Sharp,
baritone, cellist and animateur

A weekend of extraordinary music-making:
community taster sessions, workshops and concerts.

Saturday 24 & Sunday 25 July
Rye Creative Centre
New Road
Rye TN31 7LS
Tickets from
www.ryecreativecentre.co.uk
ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR

Rye Creative Centre, in association with Bridgepoint Music and East Sussex
Music are hosting a weekend of events aimed at establishing Rye’s newest
venue as a cultural hub, with musical activity at its heart. The events aim to
encompass a cross-section of society, and include: a musical adventure based
on Hansel and Gretel that will entrance audiences from ages 3-93; string
instrument taster sessions for children in primary and secondary schools; singing
workshops for the whole family and a concert of the very highest quality, with a
programme that will include Schubert’s String Quintet, music that the great
Artur Rubinstein referred to as being a depiction of “the entrance to Heaven”.
This weekend of events also sees the launch of The Bridgepoint String
Orchestras, a new Saturday morning music centre, which is starting in
September at Rye Creative Centre, in partnership with East Sussex Music.
This venture will give children from across the region, in both Kent and Sussex,
the chance to play in three levels of string ensembles.

Saturday 24 July

A DAY OF FREE ACTIVITIES
NO TICKET REQUIRED
10am Welcome and introduction from
members of East Sussex Music, The
Bridgepoint Ensemble and Rye Creative
Centre.
10.30am String taster sessionsa chance to have a go at a cello,
a violin, a viola or even a double bass.
Have a chat to East Sussex Music
tutors and find out about how to access
instrumental lessons in your school.
11.30am-12.30pm String workshop with
The Bridgepoint Ensemble and Matthew
Sharp. All welcome to join in, regardless
of ability.
1.30pm Whole-hall singing workshop
led by Matthew Sharp.

3pm Closing performance with The
Bridgepoint Ensemble, Matthew Sharp
and the massed voices of Rye Creative
Centre.

Sunday 25 July

11am – 12pm Matthew Sharp performs
Hansel and Gretel- a musical fairy tale
for ages 3 and upwards.
Tickets: Family ticket £10
(up to 2 adults and up to 3 children)
Single tickets:
Adults £5, Children £3
6.30pm
The Bridgepoint Ensemble
Ruth Rogers and Matthew Ward, violins;
Ian Rathbone, viola; Hannah Sloane, cello
with Matthew Sharp, baritone and cello
Programme to include:
Mozart, Schubert and Jaques Brel songs
for Baritone and String Quartet
and Schubert String Quintet in C major
Tickets: Adults £20, U18s Free

