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It is difficult to believe that it is October already and that we are near the end of our first
term of this academic year.
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Over the past three weeks we have been delighted to be able to open our doors to Year 6
pupils and their parents or carers for our Open Evening and Open Mornings. Each of the
events has been extremely popular with over 500 families attending our Open Evening
alone. It was great to see so many of our fabulous students in school either leading guided
tours or helping within departments; they made us all extremely proud and are the best
ambassadors for the College.
My personal thanks to my brilliant readers who were so confident in delivering a
presentation to packed audiences during the Open Evening. Ella, Jake, Ava and Lewis all
did an absolutely brilliant job.
This year we invited all of our current parents and carers to an online Tutor Evening on
Thursday 20th October. We implemented this in addition to our usual Year 7 evening so
that all parents and carers had the opportunity to meet with their child’s Form Tutor, to
discuss how they have settled into the new school year and address any issues which
may have arisen. I hope that parents and carers took up this opportunity, where they were
able to, and found it be useful.
Our building programme funded by the Department for Education continues to make
excellent progress and is back on track to be completed by Summer 2023. I will provide
further updates as we move through this year and will be discussing the project further
with the Student Leadership Team and the School Council. I look forward to engaging our
students further with the project as we reach the next stage in its development.
I look forward to working with all our students and their families as we move through this
exciting year. I know that there are many great enrichment activities planned over the
course of this year which will support our student’s personal development inside and
outside of the classroom. This is in addition to the high quality teaching and learning
happening every lesson in the classroom, which is underpinning the progress of our
students towards their targets, goals and ambitions.
Finally, I would like to thank parents and carers for their support in ensuring that their
child’s attendance is as high as possible. We obviously want to ensure that our students
make outstanding progress, but in order to do this we need to ensure that each student’s
attendance is maximised. If parents or carers require any support with regard to attendance
please contact your child’s Head of House in the first instance. Thank you.
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DATES FOR DIARIES
Monday 31st October
First day of Term
Tuesday 1st November
Year 11 Core Exams begin
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Year 11 Fine Art Trip
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Brick Lane Art Trip
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MESSAGE BOARD

Free School Meals

Dropping Items off During the School

of Universal Credit (with an income less than £7,400), Income

Applying for free school meals is very simple. Anyone in receipt

Day
Please note that our visitor reception is completely separate from
our pupil reception and it is therefore very difficult to get items to
pupils throughout the school day. If your child has forgotten their
PE kit, Food & Nutrition ingredients etc. we are unable to deliver
them. Please help them to be organised so they are prepared for

Support, income-based Job Seekers Allowance, an income related
Employment and Support Allowance, State Pension Credit or Child
Tax Credit (with an income of less than £16,190) is eligible.
Applications to claim free meals should be made online at:
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/
school-life/meals/free/

all lessons. Thank you.

We appreciate that some parents do not claim free school meals

Period Products

as they feel that they can ‘cope’ without, and/or that their child will

Thanks to a grant from the government, we are able to supply all
menstruating students with free period products. This includes
tampons, pads, organic and washable and moon cups. Products
can be collected from room 22 (Mrs Pitman-main temporary
building), Pupil Reception and the P.E. office. Please do encourage
your child to collect them for free and save yourself some money
on the weekly shopping!

be singled out by other pupils. Let me assure you that our cashless
catering system makes it impossible to differentiate between those
pupils receiving free school meals and those whose parents have
paid in advance.
There is an additional benefit to your child in school. Additional
funds are given to the school by the Local Education Authority for
every pupil who qualifies. We need to work together to ensure that
we receive all of the entitlements intended for our young people

MRS PITMAN

both in terms of school funding and also free school meals, we

Applying for a Secondary School Place
Do you have a child in Year 6 due to move up to Secondary
School in September 2023? The deadline to apply for a school
place is 31st October 2022 for more information see the College
website. National allocation day is 1st March 2023.
http://www.claverham.e-sussex.sch.uk/documents/apply%20

need your help to do this.
If you think your child may be eligible for free school meals and
you have not applied, please contact the College reception or
access the information online as soon as possible. If your child
receives this entitlement please can you notify your child’s Head
of House.

online%206pp%20DL%20secondary%20Jul22.pdf

Huggg Vouchers
Continuing on from previous holidays, we will be sending out the
free school meal Huggg vouchers to the parents of eligible pupils.
Please keep an eye out for the email containing the confirmation
link. If you have any queries relating to free school meals or Huggg
vouchers please contact Mrs Taylor by email: clt@claverham.org

Secondhand Uniform Shop
You can purchase second hand uniform by either emailing
vls@claverham.org or by contacting your child’s Head of House.
We also offer a swap shop where you can swap good quality
uniform for larger sizes or other uniform items.

Save the Date
Year 11Prom will be Friday the 30th June 2023, letter to follow.
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ATTENDANCE AND
PUNCTUALITY

Teaching & Learning: Challenge
At Claverham we drive student development, learning and progress
through the relentless implementation of our ‘5 Principles of

Thank you for your support in ensuring your daughter/son attends

Learning’. These are shown below:

school appropriately each day. We are continuing to work hard to
improve student attendance as we know this has a direct
correlation to progress, motivation and self-esteem. Absence will
only be authorised in line with our attendance policy which can be
found on the school website.
We are also working hard with students to ensure good punctuality
which I know can be challenging when there are unavoidable bus
or train delays. Mr Carney (Deputy Principal) is working with the
Local Authority, Rambler and Stagecoach in trying to overcome
transport issues in relation to bus services in and around Battle.
However, there is still work to be done as many of the issues we
are facing in getting to school are in relation to extensive road and
building works. We will keep you updated on our discussions. We
are aware that the volume of traffic is an ever growing issue for
getting to school and would politely ask parents/carers who drive
their daughter/son to school to bear this in mind with regards to
travel time in the morning, so that students can arrive at school
promptly and on time. We will be sympathetic to transport problems
beyond your control.

This term we have focused on the principle of Challenge, and staff
have received training on how to guide students through the
Learning Pit, a core element of the Learning Challenge which was
devised by James Nottingham in 2007. At the heart of this concept
is the belief that challenge makes learning more stimulating and
worthwhile. Nottingham likens it to the process of learning to ride
a bike without stabilisers, which inevitably results in plenty of
wobbling before the skill is mastered. He advocates that learning
is all about wobbling. As he states in The Learning Challenge
(2017), ‘If you are doing something you can already do, then you
are practising, whereas learning requires you to step out of your

Rambler Twitter Account

comfort zone, to go beyond your current ability and try things that

To help with communication between Ramber and the parents,

make you wobble.’ (pg.3)

they have set up a Twitter account that will only be in use to notify

Therefore if our students return home after a day at school and

if a bus service is not running.

report that they found an aspect of their learning challenging, this
is something to be pleased rather than concerned about. Ultimately

https://twitter.com/rambler_coaches

they need to be prepared to wobble, because if they are wobbling

@rambler_coaches is the NEW Twitter account

then they are learning.

304 Rambler Service
It has been confirmed that the current Rambler Coaches 304
journeys will be replaced by Seaford & District from 14 November.
Stagecoach will be continuing their 304/305 journeys with no
change (they were due to be withdrawn from 30 October). Both
the Seaford & District journeys and Stagecoach will be funded by
ESCC from these dates (currently they are provided on a
commercial basis). Students should expect a different colour bus,
but nothing else to change.
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Attendance

October 2022

Newsletter

Welcome to our Attendance Newsletter. The aim of this newsletter is to:
· Continue to raise awareness of the importance of good attendance

· Inform parents/carers of the school’s policies and procedures
· Inform parents/carers of the school’s current attendance figure
We hope you find this useful.
Good attendance and punctuality are essential if you are to succeed at
School, in fact, research shows that there is a direct link between good
attendance and academic progress and achievement.
Our whole school target is 96% attendance, although of course we aim for 100%.

Punctuality. Every minute counts!
Being late makes a difference and absence from school quickly adds up.
It is important that your child attends school every day and on time. Arriving
late to school is unsettling for children and disrupts the start to their day.

Did you know?
5 minutes late every day = 3 days of lost learning per year
10 minutes late every day = 6.5 days of lost learning per year
15 minutes late every day = 10 days of lost learning per year
20 minutes late every day = 13 days of lost learning per year
30 minutes late every day = 19 days of lost learning per year

365 DAYS IN A SCHOOL YEAR
YOUR ARE REQUIRED TO BE IN SCHOOL FOR 190 OF THEM
LEAVING 175 DAYS TO BE AT HOME AT THE WEEKEND AND ON
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

GOOD ATTENDANCE IS 96% AND ABOVE
Percentage
Attendance

Number of Number of Number of
Days in
School Days Lessons
School
Missed
Missed

100%

190

0

0

95%

180

10

70

94%

178

12

84

86%

163

27

189

85%

161

29

203

75%

143

47

329

Attendance
to

Attendance

Average
GCSE Grade

100%

5.7

99-98%

5.3

97-95%

4.8

94-93%

3.5

Less than 93%
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CAREERS DEPARTMENT

Year 10
Parents and students in Year 10 should have received by now the
information about the work experience programme from 10th to
14th July 2023. A letter and forms can be found on the College
Website or on the Claverham Careers Website. We strongly advise
students to start organising their placements now as they can get
booked up quickly.
And finally, we would like to draw your attention to the Claverham
Careers Website where you can find upcoming events and useful
information and guidance for all years.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
Parent Book Group
The English Department will be relaunching the Parent Book Group
next term, this year it will be in association with East Sussex
Libraries. Parents will receive a copy of a book to read over the
term, we will then meet up in the school library to discuss our
thoughts on the book. We would love to get as many parents on

Year 11
The Year 11 Transition Evening held on 29th September was very
successful. Many of our parents and students attended and had

board as possible, so please look out for the letter which will be
sent home soon.

the opportunity to speak to many local education providers and

Writing Competition

businesses. They hopefully obtained all the information they

Entries for the annual Battle Town Council’s writing competition

needed to start applying for post 16 options.

are now being accepted; the closing date is Friday 21st October
and it is open to all year groups. A Trophy will be presented to the
winner of the competition and Claverham have a great track record
in this competition, so we would love to receive as many entries
as possible!

Bedrock
The English Department are proud to be using Bedrock Learning
for homework in KS3. All students in Years 7,8 and 9 will have all
their English homework set on Bedrock on a weekly basis.
Many local education providers are holding open evenings shortly;

ClassCharts Points

please check the individual establishment’s website for details

Students with highest number of green points achieved in English

before attending. If you haven’t attended any yet, please do so as

in September were:

it provides a valuable experience and information to support your
decision making about your post 16 options.

Rhys, Hayley and Kelly. A huge well done to these students!

Students are reminded to start completing information in their
profiles on Careers East Sussex - i.e. contact details, personal
statement and work experience details. We will advise students
when the future courses are live and they can start applying for
them.
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PUPILS SUCCESS

Geography Trip

Coco qualified for 8 classes individually this year to represent

carry out fieldwork with Year 11 geographers as part of their GCSE

Claverham in the NSEA Schools National Championships at

course. They collected primary data in order to test two hypotheses.

Keysoe. Congratulations to her on her success.

One was a physical study of the effect of groynes on the process

This Autumn the Geography Department visited Eastbourne to

of longshore drift and the second was seeing how environmental
quality changed with distance from the seafront. Luckily we had
three mostly dry days so the students were able to collect some
useful data.

Primary School X-Country Event
On Tuesday 4th October 90 students from year 3,4,5 & 6 visited
Claverham to take part in a X-Country Competition. Our new cohort
of Year 10 Sports Leaders did an admirable job marshaling the
course, recording results
and helping to organise
lots of excited primary
school children! The top
7 children in each age
group qualified for the
area final in November.
The children thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and
some of the speedier
ones really pushed our
Year 10 boys who were
pacing the event!

Dungeons & Dragons Club
This term has seen the reformation of the D&D club after three
years away due to Covid. We are delighted to have had a huge
number of students sign up, it is fantastic to see senior students
Evelyn and Ben helping to run the club and exemplify the best of
Claverham Values.
If you’ve never heard of Dungeons & Dragons before, it is a
collaborative storytelling game where players build characters and
take them from humble origins to mighty heroes by helping others
and solving problems. How the story plays out is decided by dice,
and it requires the party to work together to build strategies for
success, as well as developing mental maths, dramatic and logical
improvisation, and public speaking skills.
These adventures take place in the mythical land of Faerun, but
also in the library after school every Friday, from 3:30 until 5pm.
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Inter-house Competitions
The new term brings a fresh start to our fiercely contested Inter-house competitions. Each
individual Inter-house competition has its own cup and feeds into an overall points total with the
winning house being awarded the title of Inter-house winner every other term.

The inter-house events that are
running in this and next term include:
●
●
●
●
●

C
L
A
V
E
R
H
A
M

Attendance
ClassCharts
Maths Challenge
Accelerated Reader
Cross Country

AUTUMN CLUB LIST
MONDAY
LUNCHTIME
CLUBS

Astro
12:55-1:25

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Multi-Sports
Sports Hall
Year 7,8,9
SG

Year 7 Dance
Dance Studio
LCG
Astro
Year 7,9,11
SRJ

AFTER
SCHOOL
CLUBS
3:30-4:30

TUESDAY

Staff Meetings

Year 8&9 Dance
Dance Studio
LCG

GCSE Dance
Dance Studio
LCG

Astro
Year 8,10,11
MPH

Astro
Year 7,9,11
MJC

Astro
Year 8,10,11
JJG

Netball
Sports Hall
Year 8,9,10,11
MPH

Gymnastics
Activity Space
Year 7,8,9
SG

Netball
Sports Hall
Year 7
JJG

Football
Astro
Year 10&11
MJC

Girls Football
Astro
All Years
LJM

Football
Astro
Year 7
JCH

Astro
Year 10,11
LJM

Football
Astro
Year 8&9
SRJ
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SILVER ASSESSED DUKE
OF EDINBURGH
On a rather chilly early September morning 25 students assembled
at Firle Beacon to start their Silver Assessed Duke of Edinburgh
Expedition. Some of the students met their assessor for the first
time and kit checks and safety briefings were carried out before
students were sent on their way, for a minimum of 7 hours planned
activity for each of the 3 expedition days. At 217 metres above sea
level Firle Beacon is one of the highest points in Sussex, so the
walking (technically) was downhill all the way. Some teams made
it to the campsite in Arlington village at around 4pm, while others
arrived around 6pm, but the Duke of Edinburgh Award is not a race.
All had a good first day on the expedition and put into practice their
navigation skills. We were rewarded with clear skies that night and
had fun watching the International Space Station pass overhead
with Ms Peddlesden pointing out different constellations and Ms
Comfort using her camera to capture the Milky Way.
Waking around 6.30am on day 2 with frost on the ground after a
very chilly night under canvas, tents were down, breakfasts cooked
and students were raring to leave camp. Day 2 was fairly flat,
however included some tricky navigation aspects in finding certain
footpaths. Tents were pitched for a second time and a slightly
warmer night’s sleep was had.
Day 3 and the final push to the end location. Another early start
and another 7 hours of walking carrying all their equipment (tents,
stoves, food, water etc). Successful navigation through Friston
Forest towards East Dean and the finish line. Congratulations to
all students who passed their Silver Expedition section of the Duke
of Edinburgh Award.
MS COMFORT & MS PEDDLESDEN
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LAKE DISTRICT TRIP

On Thursday 22nd September 15 Year 10 students and 3 staff
travelled for 10 hours to the beautiful Lake District! They stayed in
a bunkhouse in Braithwaite and on day one tackled the highest
mountain in England, Scafell Pike. They were lucky to have almost
perfect weather conditions, blue skies, and sunshine. The students
were certainly tested in terms of determination and resilience
having never tackled such mountainous conditions! On the second
day they ascended Fleetwith Pike and Haystacks, visiting
GreyKnotts and Brandreth along the way. This was extremely
challenging for all at the start with a steep ascent to Fleetwith Pike
but then the mountains opened up before them and they enjoyed
a day of incredible views and great walking. Well done to all who
took part.

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Phone
School Reception: 01424 772155
Email
info@claverham.org

Address
Claverham Community College
North Trade Road
Battle
East Sussex
TN33 0HT

10

