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Ten Tors Challenge
Over the weekend of the 12th/13th May our Ten Tors Team completed the
gruelling 35 mile Ten Tors Challenge across Dartmoor. This was the second year
that Claverham entered a team.
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DATES FOR DIARIES
•

25th May - Art Trip departs & Last Day of
term

•

4th June - College resumes

•

9th/10th June - Duke of Edinburgh

•

13th June - PTA Meeting

The team pushed on in near perfect walking conditions and made it to their
6th Tor, Water Hill, near Postbridge by the Saturday evening.

•

18th June - End of Year exams week

•

26th/27th/28th June - Intake Evenings

After breaking the back of the route on the Saturday, they made it to the ﬁnish
just before 2pm on the Sunday. The event run by the British Army, sees 400
teams of 6 challenge themselves across three different distances - 35, 45 and
55 miles.

•

3rd July - Bexhill College Taster Day

•

4th July - Sussex Coast College Taster Day

•

6th July - Sports Day

•

9th July - Community Week & Yr. 10 Work
Experience Week

•

16th/17th July - Presentation Evenings

•

18th July - Reserve Sports Day

•

20th July - Staff Development Day

The team comprising of Olivia Porter (Captain), Oliver Cruse, Elsa Phillips,
Nathaniel Mitchell, Alicia Wakeford and Charlie Murphy left Okehampton
Battle camp at 7am on Saturday morning after a rousing ‘Chariots of Fire’
wake up call.

Well done to all of the team who showed great team spirit and resilience. We
are incredibly proud of them and other students who put themselves through
the training for the event.

‘Numquan certo scire potest’

Mr Harrold
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The Rotary National Final 2018 - Senior Competition Result

Highly Commended
Claverham Community College
Team: Isabella Trevett; Mia Shaw; Mia Taylor

Building Works
After a long period of delays, I am pleased to be able to
report that the long awaited building programme at the
College is moving on apace with construction likely to
begin in March 2019.
The building works are a part of the Government’s Priority
Schools Building Programme Phase 2 and are being
ﬁnanced by the Education Skills Funding Agency. Under
the programme two areas of the school were identiﬁed for
replacement, namely the main college building and the
temporary block housing rooms 43 and 44.The works will
see a new block built on the College site which will house
all of the facilities currently in the main block.
Whilst the building works are taking place a number of
temporary buildings will be placed on the site to enable
classes to carry on as normal and any disruption to be kept
to an absolute minimum.

Senior Public Speaking Team makes it
to the National Finals!
Having won every round from the local competition to the
regional contest, our Senior Public Speaking team attended
the Rotary Youth Speaks National Final in Exmouth, Devon
on Saturday 12th May.
With our previous main speaker also being in the Ten Tors
team we had to do a very quick personnel change with
Mia Shaw taking on the six-minute long main speech and
Mia Taylor stepping in to ﬁll Mia’s previous shoes of Vote of
Thanks; both girls only had 12 days’ notice to perfect their
new roles, and perfect them they did.
Claverham competed against six other teams from all
across the UK with the furthest away being those from
Aberdeen, Scotland. The girls did immensely well to
achieve ‘Highly Commended’ for their performance and
can rest knowing they are among the best seven Public
Speaking teams in the UK!

Intermediate Public Speaking Team
Maya Andrew, Mia Taylor and Issy Murphy worked
exceptionally hard to make it through to the Regional
Finals of the Rotary Youth Speaks competition where they
were just pipped at the post by two marks!
Issy Murphy was awarded Best Vote of Thanks for the
competition, which is a huge achievement.
Mrs Griss
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As the building works are likely to take around 18 months we
are planning carefully to ensure that the school continues to
run smoothly, and that there will be no disruption especially
for the students who will be in years 10 and 11 and will be
taking their GCSE examinations during this period of time.
Further details of the project will be provided shortly with a
public consultation being planned for the middle of June.
I will inform you of the date as soon as it is ﬁnalised. This
consultation will provide all stakeholders and local residents
with an opportunity to view the plans for the project and
ask any questions which they may have.
Mr Swatton

Battle Heritage Trail Project
On Thursday 26th April, thirteen Year 7 students visited The
Almonry, High Street, Battle to participate in the Battle
Heritage Trail Project.
They enjoyed a guided tour of the Heritage Trail and
learned lots of new and interesting things about our local
history.
Having been suitably inspired, they then had the opportunity
to work with local poet Tony Peek to produce poems about
Battle and its past. These poems will be included in a time
capsule in the Almonry gardens, which will be opened as
part of the 1000th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings. I’m
sure the pupils will enjoy seeing their work again when they
are in their 60s!
Mrs Clark
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Claverham Year 9 Poetry by Heart
competition
The ﬁnal of the Year 9 Poetry by Heart competition took
place recently.
Pupils recited a poem to an audience of staff and pupils
and two winners were chosen. The ﬁnalists were awarded
personal certiﬁcates and small prizes were given to the
winners.
Mrs Parkin, Second in English, said, “We were very impressed
at the high standard of the recitations, not just in terms of
accuracy but also the expression that the pupils put into
their performances. I would like to thank all of the pupils
in the year group who took part and especially the ﬁnalists
and worthy winners.”
She added, “The skills involved in memorising a text will stand
the pupils in good stead as they progress towards many
of their GCSEs where information needs to be committed
to memory. For example, in English Literature there are 15
poems and several other texts where learning quotations
will really help to improve the quality of examination
responses.”
Mr Tomlinson, Head of English, said, “I was extremely
impressed with the high calibre of the entries and the
enthusiasm shown by the pupils”.

GCSE Examinations
With the ﬁrst two weeks of the GCSE exams over I have
been extremely impressed with the positive attitude which
our students have approached the challenges they have
faced over the past fortnight.
In addition to the Year 11 examinations the majority of our
Year 10 students have taken their RS examinations with a
number of students also sitting BTEC exams as a part of their
course requirements.
The ﬁrst two weeks of June see the busiest part of the exam
period and I am sure that all students will be making the
most of the time available to them over the weeks break
to ensure that they continue to achieve to their potential in
the upcoming exams.
All members of staff will be continuing to work with all of our
students to ensure that they are fully prepared for all of their
exams and achieve the success which they deserve.
Our Year 11 students are a fabulous year group; they are
well respected by both staff and fellow students and have
a great sense of community.
The qualities which they possess will be important to them
as they move forward into the next stage of their lives. Over
the past 5 years we have helped these young people grow
into conﬁdent, healthy, determined and resilient people
who will lead successful and positive lives.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank parents
and carers for the support which they have shown for
students and staff. I am sure that they are looking forward
to celebrating the success of our students with them on
GCSE results day, 23rd August 2018.
Mr Swatton

Year 9
Finalists:
Charis Wenham
Evie Eason-Warner
Jesse Smith
Lewis Berry
Sophia Revell
William Lucas
Winners:
Hugo Holmes-Bower
Ashleigh Potter

Mrs Parkin
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“1. Playing an instrument makes you smarter
Einstein once said: “Life without playing music is
inconceivable to me. I live my daydreams in music. I see
my life in terms of music... I get most joy in life out of music”.
And as it turns out, Einstein was onto something: many
studies show a correlation between musical training and
academic success, in both children and adults. Learning
to play an instrument stimulates the brain, improving
functions like memory and abstract reasoning skills, which
are essential for maths and science.
2. Your social life will improve
Playing an instrument isn’t only good for your brain, it’s also
great for expanding your social circle. Joining a musical
group at any age encourages you to develop relationships
with new kinds of people. It also builds skills in leadership
and team-building, as well as showing you the rewards of
working with others.
3. Playing an instrument relieves stress

SAVE OUR MUSIC SERVICE!
East Sussex Music Service, acclaimed as one of the best in
the country, has provided instrumental lessons to children
for over 80 years. (I myself learnt to play ﬂute with the music
service many years ago!). The county council propose
to cut this instrumental service, making up to 70 teachers
redundant in the process. They believe that private
teachers can ﬁll the gap. Private teachers, with no job
security, will not be able to offer lower rates to families on
low incomes, will not have access to instruments to hire,
and will be unable to afford to travel to the more remote
parts of the county.
At Claverham, we currently have a large number of
students learning instruments through the music service,
from violin and cello to electric guitar and drum kit, in
school, and are maintaining good numbers on our GCSE
course (where so many other schools are losing numbers,
or have even stopped offering music as a subject at all).
Many of these students also go on to participate in the Area
Music Centre and County ensembles. Losing instrumental
teaching in school could have a devastating impact on
the musical life at Claverham, not only as a classroom and
GCSE subject, but also in terms of the wide variety of extracurricular events that we offer (from concerts and musical
productions to providing musical interludes at the College
Prize-Giving and New Intake evenings).
I urge you, if you haven’t yet done so, to sign the petition
against these cuts. There is a council debate planned for
July, and 20,000 signatures will surely make them sit up
and take notice. Write to them, write to your MP, write to
Andrew Lloyd Webber, write to anyone you think will help
them start to turn the tide of privatisation.
tinyurl.com/esmpetition18
There have been many articles written about how beneﬁcial
learning a musical instrument can be for students. In
January this year, Classic FM published an article detailing
10 reasons why you should learn an instrument:
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Music keeps you calm. It has a unique effect on our emotions,
and has even been proven to lower heart rate and blood
pressure. Psychologist Jane Collingwood believes that
slow classical music is often the most beneﬁcial. “Listening
to music can have a tremendously relaxing effect on our
minds and bodies, especially slow, quiet classical music.
This type of music can have a beneﬁcial effect on our
physiological functions, slowing the pulse and heart rate,
lowering blood pressure, and decreasing the levels of stress
hormones.”
4. Playing an instrument gives you a sense of achievement
Messed up your double-stopping in rehearsal, then totally
nailed it at the performance? Playing and succeeding at
a musical instrument gives you a huge sense of pride and
achievement, especially when you manage to perfect a
passage you’ve been struggling with for weeks.
5. It builds your conﬁdence
Playing an instrument helps you get comfortable with selfexpression. As children begin to master their instrument, they
will probably end up playing to a few audiences, starting
with their music teacher or parents, and branching out to
groups of other pupils and concert audiences. Playing in
public can help children feel conﬁdent in presenting their
work in a non-academic context.
6. Practising a musical instrument improves patience
OK, Franz Liszt wrote some insanely difﬁcult music. But it’s
an important lesson to learn that the more effort you put
into something, the better the result will be. Dawsons Music
advises to “give it a year” before you see big improvements
in ability and conﬁdence. “[Then,] you’ll look back and be
glad of those hard ﬁrst few months. Indeed, those ﬁrst few
months will forever be a badge of honour, saying you stuck
it out and earned your stripes. There are no shortcuts to
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learning an instrument.”

Mental Health Assemblies

7. It helps improve your memory

Standing up in front of hundreds of students each morning
was a lot harder than I thought it was going to be. It’s
strange Mental Health Awareness Week also happened
to coincide with the fact that I’d ﬁnally reached a point
where I was comfortable enough to discuss my mental
health – but for it also to coincide with Mental Health
Awareness Week.

Researchers have found that learning to play a musical
instrument can enhance verbal memory, spatial reasoning
and literacy skills. Playing an instrument makes you use
both sides of your brain, which strengthens memory power.
8. It increases discipline and time management skills
Unless you’re an out-of-this-world child prodigy, learning
to play an instrument isn’t a skill you can master overnight.
Learning music takes time and effort, and helps children
understand that if they want to be good at something,
they’ll need to put in the hours and organise their time
effectively.
9. Playing music makes you more creative
Practising and perfecting a piece of music does wonders
for the creative side of your brain. No matter how much a
composer annotates their composition, they cannot fully
express how a piece of music should be played. So it is up
to the player to put their own stamp on a piece, to inject
some of their personality into the music.
10. Playing music is fun!
We can harp on about all the scientiﬁcally accurate beneﬁts
to learning a musical instrument – but what matters most is
that it’s enjoyable for the player. While other hobbies like
watching TV or ﬂicking through social media are passive,
playing music actively engages and stimulates the brain,
making you feel happy and occupied.”
If music has touched your life in any way, please take the
time to sign the petition, write to your local councillor / MP,
spread the word however you can - I cannot sit by and
watch a generation lose out on something I gain so much
from - can you?
Mrs Graham

When I was at school, there was no such thing as mental
health. Something that I’m sure students found hard to
believe. It was even harder, I think, for students to associate
mental health with a teacher who many of them have for
their lessons, who’s laughter is often heard before you’ve
even set foot into the classroom; but that’s exactly why I
wanted to stand up and share my story.
For such a long time there’s been a stigma attached to
mental health, when the reality is that 1 in 4 people suffer
with some form of it. It’s increasingly discussed in the news
and more young people are starting to experience it –
particularly with the pressure of GCSEs.
When Mrs Pitman and I started putting together the
information, the biggest surprise to me was how much help
is actually on offer. When I ﬁrst experienced my mental
health issues, very little help was available. We had no
school nurse, no discussions in PSHE (which I’m not even
sure we studied way back then) and it was almost a taboo
subject, with no awareness being raised in the media. I’m
incredibly thankful that students at Claverham have access
to such a wide range of help including: school nurse, table
top events, and connections to organisations such as iRock
or ‘Chat Health’ run through the NHS.
Hopefully sharing my story at Claverham has highlighted
the excellent support systems in place and has brought
students one step closer to breaking down the stigma of
mental health.
Mrs Parmenter

Mental Health Awareness
May 14th-20th is Mental Health Awareness week. While this
is awareness for a week, we at Claverham are embeddng
mental health and well being into the PSHE curriculum.
We have several Mental Health First Aiders who students
can drop into at any time, in addition to our pastoral staff.
Last term two of our tutor groups participated in 6 weeks of
Mindfulness. It was very well received by the students (and
tutors) and we hope to develop this further in the future
with more students being involved.
Mrs Pitman
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Miss Reed- Year 9 Textile Tie-dye Project/ Year 8 Dream
Catchers:

E Bartlett

M Malone

Mrs Nekounam- Year 9 Graphics Bayeux Tapestry/ Year 8
De La Warr Project:

Another term of inspiring Art by our
students- well done!
Once again Claverham students have produced some
stunning work in their classes this term
Mr Cross- Year 10 Printmaking project:
Blake Brookman

Georgia Mitchell

Lauren Grass

Miss Parker- Year 10 Photography project:

Hannah Morley
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Reuben French

Peter Conte
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Maya Andrew
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Primary Sports News

Rogers, Nancy Dyer and Chloe Cullen.

This term we have hosted three events, including High
5 Netball, Girls Indoor Football and Year 1&2 Multi-skills
Festival.

Year 8 - Gemma Cole

The High 5 Netball was a great event with some very good
netball skills being displayed. The eventual winners were
Catsﬁeld who will go to represent our cluster in the ﬁnals at
the end of May!

Sports Prefects: Sabrina Chan, Sophie Legg, Hannah
Glasper, Elsa Phillips and Ellie Hodgson.

Year 10 - Jess Roberts, Hope Long and Amy Cole

Miss Garland

The next event was the girls Indoor Football event.
It was a tough ﬁnal between Ninﬁeld and Battle and
Langton with Ninﬁeld coming out on top. There were some
excellent skills on show and a great experience for some of
the new players.

Widening Participation Year 9
The ﬁnal Widening Participation Making Choices
programme has been successful despite the last trip to the
University of Sussex being cancelled in the last term due to
the weather.
Students who took part in this programme had been invited
to attend the graduation ceremony on 2nd May. Despite
the low interest in attending, the few students and some of
the parents who attended enjoyed the evening. Mr Page
accepted a voucher which will be spent equally between
the Science and Art departments.
Mr Page

Mrs Myall

Secondary
competition

schools

trampolining

Claverham hosted the secondary schools competition
which took place on 25th April. We had competitors from
Claverham, Helenswood and Bexhill Academy.
Congratulations to the following who achieved medals:
Liam Webb 1st
Aidan Kirby 1st
Jess Treggiden 3rd
Well done to all the following for taking part and the Year
10 Sports Prefects for helping to run the event:
Year 7 - Arthur Collins, Clarice Revell, Ellie Simpkinson,
Lexi Relf, Rosabella Hirschman, Isabelle Collett, Caryanne
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development, university and post-16 provider visits, and/or
employer encounters, either positive or negative, please
let us know via email to careers@claverham.org.

College Taster Days Year 10
All students in year 10 would have received by now an
email from the Careers dept. advising them of all the taster
days for local colleges. The online registrations are now
open and we ask all students to look up the individual
colleges’ websites and sign up for the taster days.

Pedestrian Crossing Petition
Pupils from the College joined councillors to present a
petition calling for a pedestrian crossing on Battle Hill.
This was prompted by one of their peers being involved
in a collision in March and a cyclist who died following a
collision on the same road in August 2016.
Thank you to those who signed the petition.

May we remind students that the Taster day at Bexhill
College is compulsory and they are all expected to attend.
There will be no alternative programme for students at
school. We recommend that students make their own way
to Bexhill College, as this enhances the college experience.
However transport will be provided for those students
unable to do so. There will be members of Claverham staff
present all the time on the day. Please ensure that your
child has a packed lunch or sufﬁcient amount of money
to purchase their own lunch/drinks whilst there. The day is
expected to run from approximately 9.15 until 2.30pm. We
will give out more details for the day nearer the time.
Please complete and return the reply slip regarding the
arrangements to Finance ofﬁce asap. (The letter including
the slip can be found on school’s website in Letters and
Forms, Year 10 folder or the VLE zone in Careers, year 10
subfolder).
Bexhill College Taster Day Registration: go to the Bexhill
College website and then click on the Taster Day option.
You will need to register your attendance and choose four
subjects you would like to ﬁnd out more about on the day.
The deadline for applications will be on Monday 11 June
2018.

Mr Swatton

Careers Advice All years
Any students who may have any questions regarding
careers or future options can see Mrs Masters, Careers
Adviser, in the Exams ofﬁce on Wednesdays or in the Library
on Thursdays and Fridays.

Investors in Careers All years
The College is being reassessed for Investors in Careers
status on Tuesday 17th May 2018.
This “Quality in Careers Standard” is designed as a
development and external assessment framework for
accrediting the highest quality Careers Education,
Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) provision
by education providers. Investor in Careers supports
educational providers to meet the National Quality in
Careers Standard through our unique 3 stage approach
which focuses on Commitment, Organisation, Delivery
and Evaluation. This approach to meeting the national
Standards supports schools to deliver effective CEIAG,
meet statutory and Ofsted inspection requirements and
improve their student’s life chances.

Sussex Coast College Taster Day Registration: go to the
Sussex Coast College website and then click on the Taster
Day option. You will need to register your attendance and
choose four subjects you would like to ﬁnd out more about
on the day. The deadline for applications will be on Friday
15 June 2018.
Sussex Downs College Taster Day Registration: go to the
Sussex Downs College website and then click on the Taster
Day option. You will need to register your attendance
and choose four subjects you would like to ﬁnd out more
about on the day. Please note that if students are on work
experience from 9th to 13th July they can only attend the
Lewes Campus on 5th July.
If you have any questions regarding the taster days please
see Mrs Francis asap.
Mr Page

As part of this process we would like to ask that if you have
feedback regarding your child’s experience of careers

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Phone
School Reception: 01424 772155
Email
info@claverham.org

Address
Claverham Community College
North Trade Road
Battle
East Sussex
TN33 0HT

8

Work Experience Year 10

PE KIT PRICES

Approvals of work experience placements are well
underway. The East Sussex County Council work experience
team is visiting employers and getting paperwork together
to assess the safety of placements in order to issue their
formal approval.

Due to our supplier increasing their prices, there will be a
small increase in the price of some PE kit items after the May
half term. The order form with new prices will be available
on our website from Monday 4th June.

Letters will be sent home and to employers conﬁrming
placements in the summer term.

Finance Ofﬁce

If there is a problem with your child’s placement, please
contact the Careers team on careers@claverham.org or
call Mrs Francis 01424 772155 as soon as possible. We will
endeavour to resolve any problems as best as we can.

Kaira Konko

Students with no placements will be expected to attend
the alternative programme during Community Week at
school. We are developing a range of challenging and
stimulating enterprise projects for this week, which your
child will participate in.

On Thursday 10th of May, I enlisted the help of fellow
students and Mrs Griss to raise money for a small, personal
charity called Kaira Konko by holding a cake sale.
Kaira Konko Scout Fellowship is a small charity, run by
volunteers and all the money we receive goes to the
development, food and educational projects planned.
They sponsor children through primary and secondary
school, paying school fees or providing money for shoes,
exercise books or pencils... whatever is needed to help
Scouts in their education. Standards are high and pupils
must achieve good grades at primary school if sponsorship
is to continue through secondary school.

Mr Page

PARENTPAY
We would like to thank parents for embracing the use of
ParentPay for trips and other payments and hope this has
been as useful for you as it has for us. Don’t forget that you
can activate email alerts in your account to notify you
when a new item has been added and needs paying.
Trips where no payment is required will still need you to
access ParentPay as we can now collect medical consent
information online. This is already in place for the Port
Lympne & Thorpe Park trips and parents’ feedback has
been very positive.

Education is one of the few ways out of poverty and
recently some of our sponsored students have gained
places as trainee teachers and policemen. Having a job
means whole families can improve their standard of living.
Therefore, the £260 raised will help an incredible amount
and I couldn’t be more thankful for all of the generous
donations. I cannot wait to help these children with the
help of Claverham. Thank you.
A Field

The Battle branch of our bank is closing this week and
therefore it is now essential that we do as much via
ParentPay as possible. If you still need to activate your
ParentPay account or have any queries, please contact
Mrs Blissett via the main school telephone number or email
sba@claverham.org .

Kaira Konko
Bake
Sale

We do still get requests to change notes for bus and lunch
money but, as parents are using ParentPay now, we do not
have the money on site to be able to provide it. Please
make sure your child has the correct money for any bus
fare or lunch required.

LOST PROPERTY
As usual, there is a large amount of unnamed lost property
in school. Please can you ensure that your child’s name is
in their uniform, PE kit and shoes to enable us to return as
much as possible. Lost property is located in the ﬁnance
ofﬁce and parents are able to come and look through the
items by prior arrangement.
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Happy Half Term Holiday

LUNCHTIME
12.55-1.20

AFTER
SCHOOL
3.30-4.40

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Handball
All Years
SG

Indoor Cricket
All Years
LJM

Table Tennis
Year 9,10,11
SRJ

Table Tennis
Year 7 &8
JJG

Yoga
All Years
VLS

DANCE
REHEARSAL

DANCE
REHEARSAL

DANCE
REHEARSAL

DANCE
REHEARSAL

Astro
DBO
Year 7 priority

Astro
SRJ
Year 8 priority

Astro
JCH
Year 9 priority

Year 11 GCSE
Revision
(Rotating Staff)

Cricket
Years 9 & 10
MJC

Athletics
All Years
All Staff

LCG

LCG

LCG

Tennis
All years
SRJ

LCG

Astro
Astro
MJC
MPH
Year 10 priority Year 11 priority
Cricket
Year 7 & 8
JCH
Stoolball
All Years
LJM/VLS/LCG

Rounders
All Years
JJG/MPH
Duke of
Edinburgh
JCH
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