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I was really fortunate to have been given the opportunity by Claverham to go
to Sierra Leone and begin our association with a secondary school out there;
Huntingdon Allen Town Secondary School.
This was made possible thanks to the British Council, Hastings Sierra Leone
Friendship Link charity (HSLFL) and the generosity of our College community,
who donated equipment and money to install a solar panel. Thank you.
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On Tuesday 26th February, three members of HSLFL and myself left the UK and
arrived later the same day in Sierra Leone.

DATES FOR DIARIES

The following morning we visited Huntingdon School and were welcomed by
the headteacher, Ms Sia Lovetta Mbayo, and shown around the school. It is
typical for classes to have 50-75 pupils per classroom and this can reach up
to 100 in a primary school. Students sit on makeshift benches and often the
teacher doesn’t have a desk at all.
During my stay I visited our link school to oversee the installation of a solar
panel, which was paid for by fund raising events here at Claverham on Friday
15th February, totaling almost three thousand pounds!

•

4th April - Dartmoor Trip leaves

•

5th April - Last Day of Term

•

23rd April - New Term begins

•

25th April - Vulnerable Pupils’ Morning

•

25th April - PTA Yrs. 7 & 8 Disco

•

2nd May - Dance Showcase tbc &
Governors’ Meeting

•

6th May - Bank Holiday

•

7th May - Surrey Sculpture Park visit

•

10th May - Ten Tors trip leaves

•

15th May - PTA meeting

•

24th May - Paris Art Trip leaves & Last Day
of term

•

27th May - Paris Art Trip returns

•

3rd June - Summer term begins

‘Numquan certo scire potest’

Stop Press: Good luck to Mr Harrold
and Mrs Magorrian, both from
Telleham, who will be running this
year’s London Marathon at the end
of April. We would like to take this
opportunity to wish them well for the
big challenge. Run strong.
Mr Swatton
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In the next few days I connected a laptop (donated
by a Claverham Pupil) and a projector (donated by
Cavendish School in Eastbourne) and gave local teachers
a presentation explaining how to use it. In addition, with
the permission of Huntingdon’s headteacher, I was able to
run a workshop on how to use the laptop, during lessons,
with 2 teachers from Huntingdon and 2 teachers from
other neighbouring schools. That same afternoon, one
of the teachers took their class using the equipment and
these new skills. It was very noticeable that both teacher
and pupils enjoyed a more interactive lesson. The teacher
saved time by not writing everything on a blackboard and
was better able to involve pupils in the discussion about
the topic.

Phone Call of Thanks

The new equipment clearly made a huge difference to
both teachers and pupils; the pupils commented that
they could see more clearly, even from the back of the
classroom. It was quite overwhelming to observe the huge
positive impact this equipment had on their teaching and
learning; which wouldn’t have been possible without the
generosity of our students.

We are pleased to report that Joshua was treated and
discharged and is well despite sustaining a blow to the
head.

Our school will be hosting the headteacher from Huntingdon
in June 2019 on her return visit and I’m sure our students
and staff will make her feel most welcome.
I think our relationship with Huntingdon School has had a
very good start and anticipate that it will continue to do so,
with more success in the future.

On 4th March we received a telephone call from a lady
called Mrs Janet Dunford; the grandmother of a young
man called Joshua.
On Friday 15th February (last day of term) Joshua was
involved in a motorcycle accident outside our College at
approximately 15.25 hours.
Mrs Dunford explained that some of the parents parked up
waiting for their children, were so helpful - an ambulance
was called and they helped look after Joshua until the
paramedics arrived.

Mrs Dunford is extremely grateful for the kindness that
Joshua received and would especially like to thank the
lady owner of a silver 4x4 (possibly a Hyundai) and her
children who assisted.
Reception

Girls’ Trousers

Mr Cymer

Following our online consultation and consultations carried
out with the school council and a group of female students,
it has been agreed that girls will be able to wear blue
trousers to College from September 2019.

Cambridge Trip

Wards and Superstitch will be stocking these trousers.
They will have our College badge embroidered onto
a front pocket and there will be a choice of two styles;
contemporary or classic.

On 5th February, a group of year 10’s, including myself,
were lucky enough to visit Cambridge University. Despite
the early start, it was definitely worth it.
Once we had arrived at Churchill College, which was
surprisingly modern, we received a presentation regarding
not only the standards required and possibilities available
at Cambridge, but also useful advice to aid our choices at
A level. On top of that, the speaker mentioned that over
60% of their intake this year came from state schools, which
was particularly impressive as this figure was unexpected.

We will only be allowing girls to wear the trousers with our
College badge on them.
A similar consultation with regard to the boys’ uniform will
be carried out in due course.
Mr Swatton

After we had been given a tour of the extensive grounds
of Churchill and had eaten lunch, we walked through
Cambridge itself, discovering exactly why most choose
to cycle through the city! We finally arrived at Pembroke,
a beautiful college dating back to the 17th century, and
received a tour of the historic grounds from a couple of
undergraduates, learning about life and the activities the
college had to offer.
Overall, the trip was very informative and has motivated
us all to work towards our aspirations of attending a top
University such as Cambridge.
Natalie S
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which contravenes this code; they will be confiscated until
parents collect them from school.
Make Up: Is not allowed. Students will be required to
remove make up. Nail varnish is not allowed. False nails are
not allowed.
Hair: Must be tidy and free of all styling agents. Hair must
be off the face and of a conventional style and one
natural colour. There should be no dramatic difference in
length between the sides and top. Hair extensions are not
allowed. Boys must be clean shaven; their hair should be
above the collar and not less than a grade 2 cut.
If you do decide to allow your child to have additional
piercings please ensure that they are removed for school.
This is strictly enforced and students not following our
uniform rules will not be allowed to attend lessons until the
issue has been fully resolved. Again, I should stress that this
is absolutely the last thing we want as a school as we all
place great emphasis on good attendance to school and
to lessons.

School Uniform Reminder
Many thanks for your continued support of the school and
its policies. We feel consistency is a critical thing to try and
achieve for all of our students. As well as enjoying the Easter
break with your children, parents/carers and guardians
will no doubt be looking forward to the annual trip to the
shops to source uniform and school shoes! Before any of
you embark on this please could I take this opportunity to
remind you of some key parts of the policy. The intention
of this is to avoid unnecessary confrontations at the start of
term with students returning to school in Term 5 not dressed
in accordance with school uniform policy.
School shoes: Plain black sensible leather shoes (no logo),
maximum 3cm inner edge of heel, no boots, no canvas
shoes, no trainer style shoes.
School shoes are particularly expensive, but we have had
issues this year with parents spending a lot of money on
footwear which clearly does not take note of the above
information. We would like to avoid this as it puts the school
at odds with the student which is not what any of us would
wish for and is a negative start to the term for all concerned.
Please note especially that boots are not allowed as part
of the College uniform. A number of students are currently
wearing ankle boots, especially of the ‘Kicker’ brand. This
clearly contravenes the College uniform rules. In order to
give parents time to correct this issue, I am allowing an
amnesty until the summer holidays but please be aware
that any boots will not be allowed to be worn in school
from September.
Jewellery: Is not encouraged and is not practical for many
reasons. One pair of small, plain stud or sleeper size earrings
and a watch are the only items allowed. All jewellery must
be removed for PE activities and if brought into school is
entirely at the student’s own risk.
Nose studs and all other types of piercing are not allowed.
Students will be required to remove any items of jewellery

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

We are very proud of our school and of our students and
believe that high standards of uniform, behaviour, being
properly equipped and attending regularly give each and
every one of our students the very best chance of learning
well and achieving their very best. Thank you all very much
in advance of your anticipated support and understanding.
I wish you an enjoyable Easter break.
Mr Carney

Ski Trip 2019
During February half term, 36 pupils and 4 staff travelled to
Champoluc in the Aosta Valley, Italy for 5 1/2 days skiing.
The group left on 16th February, travelling by coach and
ferry overnight arriving through the Mont Blanc tunnel to
great skiing conditions due to fresh snow the week before.
We were staying in the Hotel Du Foyer, about fifteen
minutes drive from Champoluc. We skied in Champoluc
moving to the other resorts of Gressoney and Alagna as the
skiers progressed.  This was the fifth time we had used the
Ski2skiing company and again the quality of service was
excellent.
By day three, most of the pupils were skiing from the top of
the mountain and around the surrounding resorts. We had
assisted their progression by providing dry ski slope lessons
at Knockhatch Ski Slope in Hailsham over the past year.
Evening entertainment included cross country skiing,
karaoke and a pizza night via a funicular up the mountain
in a restaurant, which all the pupils loved.
Everyone on the trip had an excellent week; video clips and
photographs can be found on the College website.We are
looking forward to next year’s trip, returning to Champoluc,
Italy 2020. We also plan to return in 2021.
Mr D B Ockmore
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Attendance Matters
Congratulations to 63% of the pupils who achieved 97% or
higher attendance during Term 4!
It is proven that high levels of attainment and attendance
are linked. If your child does not attend school every day
on time, their chances to achieve are minimised. Please
be aware that if your child’s attendance is under 90%, you
may be fined up to £2,500 and/or sentenced to a 3 month
custodial sentence, as stated in Section 444 of the 1996
Education Act: “If a child of compulsory school age... fails
to attend regularly... their parent is guilty of an offence.”

We work with all parents/carers to ensure all students
attend school every day, on time. If your child will be
absent, please call 07860 095526 before 8.30am and leave
a message including your child’s name, Tutor Group and
reason for absence, or email attendance@claverham.
org. Please be aware that we are unable to authorise
any absence of longer than three days without medical
evidence.
Mr D Carney

The Government has set the threshold for Persistent
Absence at 10%. This equates to missing 38 sessions or 19
days of absence across the year or 3.5 days per term. We
thoroughly endorse this threshold at Claverham. The table
below shows the cumulative absence session threshold for
10%.
90% absence or below
Term 1

6+ sessions (3 days absence)

Terms 1-2 (Autumn Term)

12+ sessions (6 days absence)

Terms 1-3

18+ sessions (9 days absence)

Terms 1-4 (Autumn & Spring
Terms)

23+ sessions (11.5 days
absence)

Terms 1-5

29+ sessions (14.5 days absence)

Terms 1-6 (Full academic
year)

36+ sessions (18 days absence)
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Comic Relief
Year 8 students Grace, Ava, Nancy and Lucy raised £111 for
Comic Relief by holding a cake sale on Sunday 17th March
despite the wind and torrential (luckily brief) hailstorm.

Mrs C Saunders

Former Students
If you are a former student of Claverham Community
College then we would like to hear from you!
Your experiences since leaving could help to motivate
and inspire our current students to feel more confident in
making decisions about their future. We’d love you to join
our alumni network and stay connected with the school.
We’ve partnered with the national education charity
‘Future First’, who specialise in helping schools like ours to
stay connected with their former students.
You can choose how and when you help - perhaps you
can act as a career and education role model, provide
work experience, become a mentor in person or online, or
help with donations, fundraising or even apply to become
a governor.
It doesn’t matter when you left us, whether you’re in further
education or employment, whether you still live nearby or
have moved further away, there are still ways you can help.
In order to sign up, just follow this link and fill in the online
form - we promise it will only take a couple of minutes.
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/claverham

Operation Encompass
Our College has been given the opportunity to take part in
a new operation that will run jointly with Sussex Police.
Operation Encompass has been designed to provide early
reporting to schools / colleges of any domestic abuse
incidents that occur in which a child was present, ordinarily
resides at the incident location or with an involved party.
We know that children can be significantly affected
through witnessing or being exposed to domestic abuse
and this operation will allow us to better support our pupils
and their families.
A nominated member of staff, known as a Key Adult, will be
trained to liaise with the police. At Claverham Community
College our Key Adult is Mr Lochan-Grimer. He will be
able to use information that has been shared with him, in
confidence, to ensure that the right support is available
should it be required by a child and / or their family.
We are keen to offer the best support available to our pupils
and we believe this is going to be extremely beneficial for
all those involved.
If you have any concerns or questions then please contact
Mr Lochan-Grimer who will be happy to discuss this further.

DT Department Plea!
Does anyone work with or know anyone who works where
they can cut 3, 5 and 6mm stainless steel to a specific
shape using a CAD file?  The STEM club desperately need
help with their project building a plastics shredder.
Please contact Miss Humphrey, head of DT via: jh@
claverham.org. Thank you.
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MONDAY

LUNCHTIME
12.55-1.20

Benchball
All Years
SG

3.30-4.30

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Indoor Cricket
All Years
LJM

Table Tennis
Year 9,10,11
SRJ

Table Tennis
Year 7 &8
JJG

DANCE REHEARSAL

DANCE REHEARSAL

DANCE REHEARSAL

DANCE REHEARSAL

Astro
DBO
Year 7 priority

Astro
SRJ
Year 8 priority

Astro
MJC
Year 9 priority

Astro
MPH
Year 10 priority

Year 11 GCSE
Revision
(Rotating Staff)

Cricket
Years 9 & 10
MJC

Athletics
All Years
All Staff
MPH/MJC/JJG/
LCG/SRJ/SG/VLS

Cricket
Year 7 & 8
JCH

LCG

AFTER SCHOOL

TUESDAY

LCG

Tennis
All years
SRJ

LCG

LCG

Astro
JCH
Year 11 priority

Rounders
All Years
LJM/MPH

Stoolball
All Years
JJG
Duke of Edinburgh
JCH

Year 11 Students
We have put revision support and resources on the school
website and VLE, ahead of the examination period and
encourage you to prepare over the Easter break. This is
on top of information and revision materials provided by
subject staff.
Please make use of all the resources available to you to
ensure that you are preparing thoroughly for your exams
and have a comprehensive revision programme in place
over the Easter break. This will help to enable you to
maximise your achievement and reach your potential.
Mr Swatton
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