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With Christmas fast approaching we have been thinking about those less
fortunate than ourselves, with a focus on fundraising.
The students all looked extremely resplendent in their Christmas themed
jumpers on our Christmas Jumper Charity Day, on 13th December. The
donations from that day together with other events during that week raised
nearly £2500 for a number of charities.
Over the festive period the College are making donations to the following
Charities:
Children with Cancer UK, who are a national charity whose mission is to
improve survival rates and the quality of survival in young cancer patients, and
to find ways to prevent cancer in the future. They also fund ground-breaking
research to help children with cancer.
Children with Cancer Fund is a locally based charity whose aim is to grant
wishes to children up to the age of eighteen, and their families, who have, or
have had, cancer and who primarily live in East Sussex, Brighton and Hove.
They also support local hospitals and community nurses who assist in the care
of the children under their remit.
Surviving Christmas is run by a group of Trustees and is supported by volunteers
who are all local to the area. They are passionate about Surviving Christmas
and the work it does on relieving hardship and distress to those in need
of assistance. The donations of food and grocery items which you have
generously donated have been delivered to Surviving Christmas to help with
their Hamper Project.
Snowflake Night Shelter provide supervised overnight accommodation to
homeless people who would otherwise be sleeping rough in Hastings and St
Leonards during the extreme winter months.
Those who use the shelter are referred to them by various local organisations
and agencies, primarily Hastings Borough Council Housing Department,
Probation Service, and the Seaview Project.
The team at Snowflake see their project as another way of reaching many who
live “life on the fringe”. It does much more than provide comfort and shelter on
bitterly cold nights; it could be the start of a new life.
It is great to see so many members of our community engaging in the various
charity events which have been taking place. I am delighted that we have
been able to make contributions to those charities
listed above which have all been chosen by our
students.
I hope that you will be able to join us for our
Christmas Concert on Wednesday 18th December
from 7pm in the College Hall. This should be an
extremely entertaining evening of festive music
with all donations from the evening being given to
Snowflake Night Shelter.
Finally I hope that you and your families have a
restful Christmas break. The College re-opens at
our usual time on Monday 6th January 2020. I look
forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Mr Swatton.
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DATES FOR DIARIES
•

6th January - College resumes

•

9th January - Ski Trip Parents’ Evening

•

13th January - Yr.11 Mock Exams

•

15th January - PTA Meeting

•

23rd January - Dry Ski Trip

•

27th January - Yr.10 Science Live Trip

•

30th January - PTA Quiz

•

31st January - Deadline for Yr.10 Work
Experience Paperwork

•

31st January - Yr.11 Mock Exams End

•

5th February - Yr.9 Careers Event

•

6th February - Yr.9 Parents’ evening

•

14th February - Deadline for Yr.9
Options Forms

•

14th February - Last Day of Term

•

24th February - College resumes
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Oxford University Trip
Wednesday 23rd October
15 year 11 students from Claverham visited St Johns College
Oxford recently.

Visit from Paralympic Laura Sugar
On Friday 29th November we were extremely lucky to
have the Paralympic athlete Laura Sugar visit Claverham.
One of our governors, Mrs Hunter, was fortunate to win a
competition run by Muller yogurts, which not only entitled
us to a visit from an Olympic or Paralympic athlete, but
also provided us with £2000 of sporting equipment. Laura
began her sporting career playing international hockey for
Wales before transferring to athletics and representing GB
at both the Rio Paralympics in 2016 and the most recent
World Championships in Doha.
She was accompanied by a sports coach and a
representative from Muller who ran a number of sports
sessions for selected classes. Laura spent period 2 working
with some year 8 girls before spending periods 3 and
4 coaching and training our GCSE PE pupils. She very
graciously allowed the children to handle her numerous
medals and have their pictures taken with them.
As well as running the coaching sessions she also delivered
a very inspiring assembly to all our GCSE PE and Btec Sport
pupils where she highlighted the importance of following
your dreams and not giving up at the first sign of adversity.
It was a great day and one that will live long in the memory
of myself and the pupils involved. I would like to thank
Mrs Hunter for entering the competition on our behalf, the
team at Muller for organising the day and of course Laura
for being so great with the pupils.

The purpose of the visit was to gain an insight into what
university life entails and included a tour of the college and
question and answer session with undergraduates. We
also had a very informative session with the access officer
who advised the students on which A levels they should
be picking and other opportunities available to them
whilst at a top University. In addition she also answered
questions relating to possible financial issues around going
to University, a current hot topic with young people.
Mrs Swatton

Mr Jones

Laura meeting our Sports ambassador
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Busy in Careers!

Careers and information for students and parents

The Careers department has once again had a busy term.

https://sites.google.com/a/claverham.e-sussex.sch.uk/
vle/home/careers

Year 11
The majority of Year 11 students would have attended the
in house Moving On event which was held on 16th
October. It was a busy day and we were pleased that
many local educational providers were able to attend.
The feedback was very positive overall. Thank you all who
have attended and a special thank you to all of the
providers who have given up their time to speak to our
students on the day.
The Year 11 College application process is well underway.
Some students have already submitted applications. If
your child has not yet completed their applications on the
Careers – East Sussex website (https://careerseastsussex.
co.uk/login/), then they should do so as soon as possible.
Please remember they are also able to log on at home if
you wish to help them and select courses together. Their
ICT Careers teacher will have given them advice on how
to do so. Mrs Masters is available in school to support any
Y11 students still struggling with their choice of what to do
when they leave us.
We have been informed by two main local colleges that
they will conduct interviews from their sites and the
colleges will send out invitations directly to the students.
Year 10
Thank you to all those year 10s who have submitted Work
Experience forms so far. The school deadline for your forms
is January 31st. Please ensure that the placement you
arrange has the correct Employer’s Liability Insurance in
place. Letter and Forms can be found on the school website
in Parents section, under Letters and Forms, or on the VLE
zone in Careers section. Students who are struggling to find
a placement should see Mrs Francis in the Exams office as
soon as possible so that she can help.
Year 9
We are fortunate to be able to continue to offer the
Widening Participation programme with Sussex University
to some year 9 students this year. A campus visit has
already taken place successfully, where students were able
to find out more about living and studying at University.
There are 3 more trips between now and April 2020.
Year 9 students and parents would have received a
communication regarding our Careers Fair which will be
held on Wednesday 5th February 2020. If you have not had
a letter, a copy can be found on the VLE zone, in Year 9
folder. Year 9 students also received a Careers booklet with
some useful information about the event, and were asked
to complete the choices of professions they would like to
find out more about on the day. Thank you to students
who returned their choices, we will try our best to arrange
appointments with the professionals they have expressed a
preference for. The Careers Fair will have a drop in session
for students without appointments and for students in year
10 and 11 during lunch break on the same day.
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You can find helpful resources here for all things Careers
related which can help inform students about their
opportunities for careers locally and nationally. There
is data concerning the destinations of past Claverham
students, copies of letters home, dates of events and
contact information for the careers department.
You will also find many links to further careers resources via
‘Useful Links’
Important Dates:
31st January – Year 10 deadline for Work Experience
paperwork
5th February 2020 – Year 9 Careers event

Benenden School warmly invites you,
to their Careers flagship event;
CAREERS and HIGHER EDUCATION & FUTURES CONVENTION
Benenden School will be holding their biennial Careers
and Higher Education & Futures Convention, upstairs in the
Clarke Study Centre on Saturday, 1 February 2020 11.00am
– 2.00pm. Parents, carers, and students from Claverham
are required and asked to sign-in at the convention
reception desk on the ground floor of the Clarke Study
Centre on arrival.
The purpose of the Convention is to provide students with
the opportunity to speak to representatives from the widest
possible range of organisations and universities about future
educational, career and gap year choices. There will be
representatives from over 75 universities and organisations
coming for the day and they will be holding a number of
informal talks and workshops throughout the Convention.
This is a great opportunity for all students interested in going
to University in the future to gain valuable information
about Higher Education.
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Rock The
Ribbon
Together

Poppy Appeal Cake Sale
Montjoie were very proud to once again to host our
annual Poppy Cake Sale for the sixth time. The support
from the Montjoie families was as strong as ever seeing
many homemade bakes, bought sweet treats and
generous donations being made by the House. We
managed to raise over £350, which was another fantastic
achievement for all involved. Particular thanks go to the
Year 10 Montjoie Prefects and students from our Year
8 tutor groups who provided a fantastic friendly and
efficient service giving up their break and lunchtimes for
this very worthy cause.

Claverham
Community
College
supported World
AIDS Day (1st
December) and
HIV awareness
by purchasing
and wearing red
ribbons to show
awareness of
HIV and the prejudice and stigma that people still face.
All year groups had an assembly on the subject and an
HIV timeline showing developments was on show along
the main corridor. A quiz about HIV awareness and the
timeline was given to tutors to do with their tutor group.
As a school we raised £182.
A big thank you to everyone who contributed. The money
will be donated to the NAT (National AIDS Trust).

2021 Ski Trip to Champoluc,
Monterosa Italy,
February 12th-19th 2021
Years 7-10, all abilities welcome.
There are still places available and we support the trip
with 4 dry slope ski trips beforehand.
The price includes, coach and ferry travel, full board
accommodation, 5 1/2 day lift pass, ski helmet and boot
hire, 5 hours ski tutiton per day, full ski insurance, evening
entertainment, lunches in restaurants on the mountain.
A fantastic opportunity to experience this great sport.
Please see Mr Ockmore or Mrs Swatton for information.
Mr D B Ockmore
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FOR CHILDREN WITH NEW DEVICES
The Christmas season has finally arrived and soon many of you will be opening your presents in
the hope that Santa has listened to your request for the latest mobile phone or smart device.
Owning a mobile phone can be fun, but it’s important to use it safely and responsibly. By
following our safety tips below, you can make sure that you set up your phone securely, keep
your personal information private and enjoy using your phone in the healthiest way possible.

This will help to keep your private information safe and won’t allow others to
access your phone without your permission. Make sure your password is
memorable and personal to you but something which other people can’t
guess, and always share it with your parents just in case you forget it.

This can usually be done from the device’s privacy control settings. Disabling
location settings means that your phone can’t be tracked by others and
strangers can’t tell where you are when you’re using it. It also helps to save
battery.

When you use your WIFI at home usually it is a secure network that only
you and your family know the password to. Public networks, like those in
coffee shops, can be accessed by anyone which means that people could
potentially hack into your device and access your personal information
without you realising.

A Bluetooth connection with another device means that you can send and
receive data wirelessly. For example, you could listen to music wirelessly or
receive pictures and videos from your friends. However, pairing your phone
with a device you don’t know means that you could be sharing personal
information with a stranger or could leave your device open to receiving viruses.

Using your phone for too long, particularly in the evenings, can make you feel
tired at school, affect your concentration and make you lose interest in other
things in life. Only use your phone at certain times of the day and don’t use it
close to bedtime. You can set a ‘screen time limit’ via the settings on your
phone. This will help you stay fit and healthy and means that you will still be
able to focus and perform well at school.

8
Don’t take embarrassing photos of other people on your phone. If other people
get access to the photo and share it with more people, it could make that
person really upset and treated as a form of bullying. Always be mindful of the
photos you take using your camera and who you share them with.

9
This means that you will be able to use your phone safely and securely and
won’t accidently do things you shouldn’t do. The best time to do this is when
you get a new phone or device so that you’re protected from the very
beginning.

10
Sometimes, even though your phone is really secure, you might see something
you don’t like, or someone might contact you who you don’t know. If this
happens, always tell your trusted adult like your parents, carers, other adult
family members or a teacher, all of whom will be able to support you and
advise you on what you should do next.

5
Before downloading any new apps, always check the age-rating of the app. If
you need help, ask your parent or carer to make sure that the app is safe for you
to use and never download anything which you are too young for as it may
contain things that aren’t safe for you to see.

6

BEWARE OF BECOMING AddICTED TO YOUR PHONE
Before downloading any new apps, always check the age-rating of the app. If
you need help, ask your parent or carer to make sure that the app is safe for you
to use and never download anything which you are too young for as it may
contain things that aren’t safe for you to see.

11
This might seem like a strange thing to say but it can be dangerous to stare at
your mobile phone whilst walking outside alongside busy roads or bicycle
paths. In some cases, children have been knocked over by cars or cyclists
because they haven’t been aware of their surroundings whilst texting or
playing games on their mobile devices.

12
Never feel pressured into sharing your phone number with people you don’t know and don’t lend your phone to strangers or keep it
where others could get hold of it. Look after your device and always keep it hidden from sight to avoid it being stolen or broken into.

English Schools Swimming Association
The Secondary Schools Team Relay Championships is the
longest running championship series organised by the
English Schools Swimming Association (ESSA). It is open to
secondary school aged swimmers from across England,
including state, public and home-schooled students.
Teams compete in 4x50m Freestyle and Medley relays. The
Championships is run as a national final with competing
schools determined by the fastest times achieved in a
qualifying round organised by the ESSA divisions. Over two
thousand three hundred teams from over four hundred
schools participated in the qualifying round in twenty-two
separate galas across the country. 137 separate schools
participated in the National Finals that were held at the
London Aquatic Centre - the home of swimming for the
2012 Olympics. In the heats held at Horsham back in early
October, the Claverham intermediate boys medley team
swam exceptionally well and secured a place at the
National Finals, qualifying 1st place in East Sussex and in
18th place nationally.
On Saturday 16th November, the swimmers met at the
iconic Aquatics Centre in The London Olympic Park and
marvelled at the memories of competitors who had used
the pool in 2012. There was much chatter of swimming
heroes such as Michael Phelps, Liam Tancock and Lizzie
Simmonds who were fantastic competitors in the 2012
Olympics. The Claverham team, Peter Conte, Joe Jeater,
Ollie Sargent and Charlie Telford got changed and met on
poolside and were amazed to see GB Olympic diver Tom
Daley running a training session for young hopefuls in the
diving pool.
The swimmers ‘warmed up’ in the 50m pool and then the
competition was officially opened with a ceremony of
teams parading around the pool. The atmosphere was
charged and nerves started to creep in as the heats got
underway.
Eventually the boys were called and they lined up in pairs
at either end of the vast 50m pool. The referee started the
race and Joe led off on a blistering length of backstroke
followed by Peter on an equally fast breaststroke length.
Ollie flew a fantastic butterfly on the third length and Charlie
brought the team home with a superb freestyle length.
They were cheered on very noisily from the stands by proud
families and watched over by Mr Cunningham and Mrs
Conte who were on poolside feeling equally proud. All four
boys swam superbly individually and each achieved
personal best times which resulted in a fantastic team
effort.

Thanks must go to Mr Wilson for securing funding for some
swimming hats emblazoned with the Claverham
Community College logo, a lovely keepsake for the team.
Thanks also to the supporting families who cheered the
boys on and to Mr Cunningham for his valued words of
wisdom.
Mrs Conte

Dungeons & Dragons - Lunchtime Club

A brand new club has started this term at Claverham, as
Year 7 have started their very own Dungeons & Dragons
group at lunchtime. D&D is a pen and paper game that
involves storytelling, maths and problem solving and has
enjoyed a resurgence thanks to popular TV shows like
Stranger Things, as well as books like Diary of a Wimpy Kid.
The club meets every Monday and Tuesday in room 22.
If you are interested please contact Mr di Girolamo.
Mr J. di Girolamo - Teacher of Music

Book Fair - Thank you

After what seemed an agonising wait, the results came in.
Although not in the final, the boys achieved a 14th place
finish, having improved their position by four places. That
is 14th place nationally, swimming against many specialist
swimming schools that have the advantage of their own
pools and coaches. These four boys swim competitively for
their own local clubs but have only swum together as a
team twice. Their achievement was phenomenal and it
was an honour to accompany them and see them enjoy
such success.
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Mental health and well-being at
Claverham
A mentally healthy school is one that adopts a whole school
approach to mental health and wellbeing. Our staff are
committed to helping our students develop the essential
social and emotional skills to help them feel safe, confident
and make excellent learning progress during their time at
Claverham. By providing support and early intervention we
hope to prevent escalation or the need to refer onto other
external services. Here’s a reminder of the range of support
we offer to promote good mental health and wellbeing
across our school.
Our Mental Health leaders
Mr Lochan-Grimer and Mrs Pitman have been developing
and co-ordinating a whole school approach to mental
health at Claverham. This term our mental health leaders
invited parents to an anxiety workshop and the feedback
was extremely positive. Look out for further workshops in
2020 looking at depression, self-harm and LGBTQ+ issues.
Form Tutors, Heads of House and Pastoral
For day-to-day worries and concerns we encourage our
students to speak to their form tutors, Heads of House or find
a member of the pastoral team.

School Counsellor
Sarah Thorne works on a Tuesday and a Thursday. Sarah is
a qualified counsellor who offers longer term therapeutic
support, working with areas such as loss, low mood,
anxiety, trauma, relationships and bullying. Counselling
offers a confidential and safe space where the student
can explore, understand and make sense of their difficulty,
distress or confusion. Students can self-refer or speak to
their HoH who can make the referral on their behalf. There
is a mental health self-referral email address for pupils, staff,
parents and carers.
MHFA@claverham.org
Mr Lochan-Grimer and Mrs Pitman triage the referrals and
by working closely with the school nurse, ensure the pupil
receives the correct intervention and support.
On our school website there are many links to resources
and self-help guides. These are all on the emotional wellbeing part of the website http://claverham.esussex.sch.uk/
parents/mental-health

Mental Health First aiders
The following teachers are trained Mental Health first
aiders:
Mrs Pitman, Mr Lochan-Grimer, Miss Berridge, Mrs Roberts,
Mr Trangmar, Mrs Green, Mrs Griss, Miss Glew.
These are the go-to people for anyone who is going through
some form of mental health issue. The first aider will aim to
help guide the person in distress to the appropriate support
they need. They will also have the relevant knowledge
to be able to spot someone who is developing a mental
health issue and intervene before it escalates.
We are also very fortunate that Miss Berridge has been
trained by CRUISE to be able to offer bereavement
counselling.

Beachy Head Chaplaincy Team Letter
of Thanks

The College donated £1000 towards the work of the
Beachy Head Chaplaincy Team and they have written
to the College expressing their thanks to all Claverham
Community College staff and pupils for their kindness.
Donations benefit the work of the Beachy Head Chaplaincy
Team in many ways. For more information on the work they
do please see their website at www.bhct.org.uk

Medical Welfare Officer
Mrs Taylor is on site every day and available to provide
students with advice, support and signposting for a range
of physical and emotional difficulties.
Education Mental Health Practitioner
Next term we look forward to welcoming EMHP trainee
Chloe Surrage. Chloe is training at the University of Sussex
and will be working one day a week at Claverham until
July 2020. Chloe will offer students short term low-intensity
CBT interventions and work with areas such as: sleeping
difficulties related to poor sleep routine, behavioural
problems or problematic thoughts or worries at night; poor
eating patterns or diet; exam stress; low self-esteem and
anxiety difficulties such as phobias. Students can self-refer
or speak to their HoH to make the referral on their behalf.
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Putting on a Musical
Once again, the Dance, Drama and Music departments
joined forces to stage a musical. Here is an insight into the
process of putting the show together.
January
Begin discussing potential shows, and look at the
practicalities and costs involved of staging each one. Pupils
start to join in the conversation, suggesting their favourite
shows, often not realising that amateurs are not able to
obtain a licence to perform certain shows (e.g. Mamma
Mia, Mary Poppins), or that our proximity to London counts
against us as well.
February
Short list a number of possible shows, and test them with
potential cast for their reaction. This led to the emergence
of 2 favourites - Little Shop Of Horrors and Legally Blonde.
March
A pupil vote was held, but was inconclusive, with votes
evenly split between the two shows. We were also well
aware at this time that there was a possibility of work starting
on the new building, so we would have to stage the show
in October to be sure of use of the hall. With this slightly
shorter time-frame we decided on Little Shop Of Horrors,
and sent off the application for a licence to perform later
in the year.
April
Start to advertise the show to pupils, and gather rehearsal
materials. The scripts would not arrive until May, but we
could start work on some of the songs in the meantime.
May
Once the scripts arrived, we could begin the audition
process. We ran a series of workshop rehearsals, watching
the usual strong performers go through their paces, but
also noticing that a number of strong younger pupils were
emerging and gaining confidence.
June
We start the process of cutting down potential lead
performers, until eventually arriving at the final cast. Some
amazing performances during this time, especially bearing
in mind pupils were also doing their end of year exams at
this time. Parts cast, scripts allocated, rehearsals start in full.
July
Rehearsals continued right through to the end of term dedication from cast members staying after school two or
three times a week.
Summer holiday - cast need to learn their scripts…
September
Straight back into rehearsals, as there are only 7 weeks until
half term (and show time!). Luca was particularly impressive
with the amount of script she had already memorised over
the summer. We had decided right from the start that the
plant would be made up of dancers, rather than a puppet,
so Mrs Goldsmith begins the task of creating a living,
breathing Venus Flytrap.
October
Once again we are impressed by the dedication of the
cast, as most of them came into school to rehearse on the
INSET day following Open Evening. Nerves are starting to
show in some cast members, others take it all in their stride.
As we near the performance, not one but two dancers are
injured - however, the show must go on, dances are rapidly
changed, and then adapted again.
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The three performances were amazing - once again the
cast exceeded all expectations and really put on a firstclass show. Many comments received after the show
exclaimed this as “the best show yet”, “as good as any
professional shows I’ve seen”, and “I don’t know how you
all do it - it was brilliant”.
Well done to the amazing cast, and once Christmas is over,
we will start the whole process again for next year.
Bruno “Orin Scrivello” and Ella “Audrey”

Maddie, Alice, Lily, Erin, and Hannah
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After the show we also had the chance to go to Wagamama
with Mrs Graham and Mr Piper and an experience which I
will never forget as I watched everyone desperately try to
use chopsticks!
On behalf of the class I would like to thank Mrs Graham and
Mr Piper for being there and taking their after school hours
so we could have this experience which will forever be in
our hearts and minds.”
Augustin, year 11

East Sussex Youth Cabinet

A ‘Wicked’ trip
On a cold December afternoon, the year 11 musicians,
along with Mr Piper and myself, boarded a train at Bexhill
bound for London Victoria. We were off to see Wicked, but
this was not just a treat, this was also work. Defying Gravity
is one of 8 set works that they study for GCSE Music, so this
was an opportunity to see the song in context. A great day
out for all.
Mrs Graham
“On Wednesday 4th
Dec. our music class
went to see Wicked in
London. After studying
the song ‘Defying
Gravity’ for the past
year the trip helped us
all to understand the
context of it more!!
An added bonus was
the
Wagamamas
afterwards.
All of this and more made this an all round great trip!”
Ollie, year 11
“The Music trip to Wicked at the Apollo theatre was “Wicked”
and amazing to have for our Music GCSE. During Music
GCSE we have to study “Defying Gravity” from Wicked.
Now the whole piece makes more sense after watching
the musical as there were bits of the piece which we didn’t
completely understand. Now we have experienced the
play we are more likely to remember the piece better as we
have had an enjoyable experience, which physiologically
increases the chance of us remembering the piece of
music in a tense environment which will be our exam in the
coming months, as it will be visually and vocally easier to
recall what we heard and to write it into the exam.
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This year we had two pupils applying for the role of Youth
Cabinet Member, Emmeline and Emel.
We would like to congratulate Emmeline who, on this
occasion, gained the majority vote and will therefore
represent 11-18 year olds from the local area and accross
East Sussex. She will also have the chance to become a UK
Youth Parliament (UKYP) Member.
Emmeline reports that, this year East Sussex Youth Cabinet
will be tackling two issues. Schools throughout East Sussex
voted as top priorities, tackling knife crime and climate
change. I am on the knife crime team and we will be
talking to the police and children’s’ services about all the
possible things that we can do to help. This may be things
such as having readily available interactive workshops
and improving people’s relationships and perceptions of
the police. At the first meeting, different businesses gave
a presentation of the work they have been doing involving
youths and young people, many participants pledged
how they were going to continue to involve young people
in the upcoming year.
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Congratulations to the year 7s who won the area
tournament on Monday 16th December 2019.

Netball News
Well done to everyone who has played in the netball
matches this term or who has attended any of the netball
clubs. There are more matches for all year groups after the
Christmas holidays. The netball clubs after half term will be
as follows:
Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm – years 9, 10 & 11
Thursday – 3.30-4.30pm years 7 & 8
Mrs Harley
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