FEBRUARY
Careers Fair - 5th February 2020 – Year 9/10/11
The annual Claverham Careers Fair
took place on the 5th February. We
were again successfully supported
by a number of local, national and
international businesses, some of whom
have been present for several years,
as well as a few welcome additions.
A big thank you also goes to the local
higher education providers who come
every year to support this event: Bexhill
College, DV8, East Sussex College,
Heathfield College, Plumpton College and University of Sussex.
It was good to see some former Claverham students who came to represent
their businesses/employers and we would like to thank everyone who gave up
their time to make this event possible.
The Year 9 students had the opportunity to engage with the professionals and
ask questions to help them decide on possible future career paths, which was
particularly important as the students prepare to choose their GCSE options.
The enthusiasm of the students created a wonderful buzz in the hall and it was
great to see so many of them speaking to as many professionals as they could
in a short space of time. Our students were described as engaged, polite
and asking the right questions. Well done Year 9 for generating such positive
feedback from the employers.
Once again we would like to thank each and every one of the professionals
who attended and their employers for giving them the time to do so: AXA
PPP, 3D Recruit, Battle Sports Centre, Claverham Day Nursery, East Sussex Fire
and Rescue Services, East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust, Herringtons Solicitors,
JTL Training, Kurt J Lesker, Miss Latter, Mrs Barnes, Ms Javin-Fisher, Royal National
Lifeboat Institution in East Sussex, Senlac Veterinary Services, South East
Coast Ambulance Services, Sussex Police, The Property Pad and Westridge
Construction Ltd.
Finally, we would also like to thank the parents who came along to support
their children at this event. We hope you found it valuable.
If you have any feedback you would like to give us, please contact the careers
team on careers@claverham.org
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BrightMed (Brighton and Sussex Medical School) – Year 8
BrightMed is Brighton and Sussex Medical School’s
widening participation programme which aims to identify
and support young people who have the potential to
become doctors. The programme will increase students’
awareness of what it takes to study medicine and
healthcare subjects. Attached to this newsletter is the
flyer with more information on how students in year 8 can
apply.

Widening Participation Programme - Year 9/Year 10
Year 9 Students who have been selected to take part in
the Widening Participation Making Choices programme
with University of Sussex have so far enjoyed the subject
taster days in Engineering and Politics and Anthropology
and Life Science. Students will also have an opportunity
to attend the third and last taster day in the next term
and then we look forward to celebrating the students’
participation in the Making Choices programme at the
graduation ceremony on Wednesday 20th May between
5pm and 8:30pm. More details will be sent home nearer
the time.
‘On Monday 20 January, I accompanied a group of year
9s on their second visit to Sussex University. The campus
was very quiet as it is exam season for the students there
and many were studying at home.
When asked what Anthropology is some members of the
group said that they thought it was about history and
about society. They were close! The day involved a
discussion of the issues in society but issues faced today,
not, as our lecturer said, Historical Anthropology.
We were told that Anthropology crosses over with other
subjects, particularly Political Geography, International
Relations and International Development. The group
discussed the idea of what is fair, relating this to family
and the wider world. There was a wide-ranging discussion
which touched on pocket money for chores to welfare
benefits. It ended with a look at comparative wealth in
other countries in the world.

of the laboratories. There,
the students got to use the
equipment to study pollen
under microscopes, found
out about protein synthesis
and had a go at making
their own protein structure
by using craft pipe
cleaners. The afternoon
session was mainly about
chemistry and the students
used a variety of chemical
analysis techniques such as
flame tests and identifying
esters by their distinctive
smells. The highlight of the
afternoon was making fire
water where a compound
exploded on contact with
water.’
Mr Lochan-Grimer

A group of year 10 students who were taking part in the
Widening Participation Making Choices programme last
year had the opportunity to attend a couple of trips –
History: ‘Studying the Holocaust’ with Mr Ingram, Head of
History, and English: ‘Stand Up for Justice’ with Mrs Griss,
Head of English.
‘On the 13th of January, a group of us in Year 10 had
the incredible opportunity to experience a day at the
University of Sussex where we learnt about the legal
system and what it takes to be a lawyer. When we arrived
we took part in some small activities which began to
introduce us to what we would be doing that day. We
were then split into groups and each given a role to play
in court. Each group was then allocated an experienced
adult who had worked or currently worked in law. We
were given a fake scenario which was what we would
be arguing about in the mock court later that day. They
showed us the important skills we would need, such as

The group were engaged and happy to discuss their
ideas, even if these ideas were different to someone
else’s. The lecturer said at the end that they were one of
the best groups that she had had, and that she would like
to keep them! She really did enjoy working with them.’
Miss Kemp

‘Group 2 of the Widening
Participation cohort had
the opportunity to attend
their second taster day
‘Life Science’ on Friday
24th January. Students had
a brief introduction by the
university undergraduates
and were shown to one

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Phone
School Reception: 01424 772155
Email
info@claverham.org

Address
Claverham Community College
North Trade Road
Battle
East Sussex
TN33 0HT

2

talking with confidence and we then had to write a
speech to present to the judge, who was also a student.
Towards the end of the day, in order to get fully into
our roles, we each dressed up in court robes and wigs
suitable for the part we were playing. We had to then
put forward our views before the final verdict from the
judge was reached. We were partnered with another
school and we were scored on our speeches and how
we presented them by a member of the University.
Claverham managed to beat the other school and we
received certificates for doing so well playing our roles.
We learnt what doing a job in law would be like and got
to experience what our individual role would do in court. It
was a very fun day and we all really enjoyed it.’
Student
‘As part of the commemorations for the 75th anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz, a group of year 10’s were
given the opportunity to go to Sussex University to take
part in a workshop about the Holocaust and its impact.
The day began on a humbling note as the students
were referred to as ‘The last generation who can meet
survivors of the Holocaust in person’. In the morning, the
students were given a lecture about the significance of
the Holocaust by Professor Gideon Reuveni and then they
took part in workshops using newspapers from the late
1930s to examine how the plight of Jewish refugees was
reported in British newspapers. This included stories about
the Kindertransport, Kristallnacht and Voyage of the St
Louis.
In the afternoon, the students met with a Holocaust
survivor Lilian. Lilian talked about herself as a child who
was transported with her parents into the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp, the tragic loss of her parents there
and what her life was like after liberation. Lilian was
able to answer questions the students had about her
experiences and many of us have learnt so much about
Lilian’s story of survival and the Holocaust. It was an
incredibly moving story and one that the students will not
forget. We are all grateful to Lilian and all the survivors
who give up their time to relive their memories of the
Holocaust.’
Mr Ingram

Equine win for Lula
Congratulations to Lula, Yr.8 who won the West
Sussex County qualifiers for Claverham against a very
competitive field in the 70 and 80 show jumping at
Coombelands on Saturday, 1st January 2020.

Sports Hall Athletics Competition
Well done to all the year 7 and 8 pupils who took part in
the Sports Hall athletics competition at The St. Leonards
Academy.

Work Experience Programme - Year 10
Thank you to those students who have returned their work
experience forms to us. They are being processed and
hopefully all placements will be successfully approved by
East Sussex County Council. Letters will be sent home and
to employers confirming placements in the summer term.
Students with no placements can still see Mrs Francis who
will endeavour to help find a placement as best she can.
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Lost Property
We again have a growing number of coats in lost
property. To avoid this happening, please can you ensure
that your child’s items, particularly coats, uniform and
PE kit are clearly named so that they can be returned to
them, if found.
You are welcome to arrange a time to come in and
look through the lost property by contacting reception.
However, after the half term break, the items remaining
will be disposed of.

Year 9 report on the Holocaust Memorial Conference
To commemorate the 75th year of Holocaust Memorial
day, a select amount of students at Claverham had
an extraordinary opportunity to listen to and meet an
inspirational holocaust survivor, who shared her incredible
experiences with us.
Dorit Wolff was born into a Jewish family in Yugoslavia.
She was only five when World War Two broke out and her
family was constantly discriminated against. Her mother
was petrified of her identity being revealed and her
family being murdered by the Nazis, so to protect them,
she compromised her religion by refusing to wear the
Star of David. They were also forced to keep on moving
houses in order to hide their identity and eventually fled to
Budapest, Hungary with her mum carrying her on her back
the whole way.

After a short lunch break, Dorit and Dr Katz (son of
a Holocaust survivor) took to the stage and we had
the chance to ask them any questions about their
experiences of the Holocaust. Dorit explained how
although the Holocaust is over, it has never ended for her
and she spoke about how it is our responsibility to always
speak up against prejudice. We finished off by watching
and partaking in some events to mark Holocaust Memorial
Day. Firstly, St. Richards’ choir performed two songs
including an original song composed specifically for this
year’s conference called ‘Stand Together’. Then, Dr Katz
sung a Mourner’s Kaddish, which is traditionally sung in
a synagogue for Jewish funerals. Finally, to symbolise
stones placed on Jewish graves, everyone involved stood
together and made their mark on a clay stone with our
fingerprints. One of these stones will be fired and returned
to Claverham to act as a reminder of the day. There will
also be a copy of Dorit’s autobiography, ‘From Yellow Star
to Pop Star’ arriving in the library soon.
We feel very privileged and lucky to have had the
chance to go on this trip and learn about how significant
the Holocaust is in world history and what humanity can
do to prevent other horrific genocides happening again.
History Student

Her mother was found out by the Nazis, and whilst she was
at work, Dorit was captured by the Nazis and separated
from her mother for two months. Dorit eventually
managed to escape with the help of a German guard
and was reunited with her mother. Her whole family
were killed apart from Dorit who believes it was her pure
hope and determination to survive which kept her alive.
Dorit turned to music for comfort after the war, and
she became a famous singer loved by Germany and
she finally felt accepted and felt happy that she was
recognised for talent, not religion.
After hearing Dorits’ amazing story, we were split into three
groups and had a wonderful opportunity to take part in
two workshops. The first workshop was based on Jewish
religion and where God was during the Holocaust. This
allowed us to reflect on how we believe God could have
and should have responded to the horrific events of the
Holocaust. We discussed why God didn’t intervene if he
truly is omnibenevolent and omnipotent.

Dorit age 9 and today.

Our second workshop was entitled ‘Where was
humanity?’ and took an eye opening history based
focus. We discussed four categories of people involved
in the Holocaust and questioned whether all people who
persecuted Jews supported the Nazis and were actually
evil. The four categories were: Perpetrators, Collaborators,
Bystanders and Rescuers. We got to learn about some
extraordinarily good and bad people and why they did
what they did.
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At the end of 2019, a group of Year 11
students attended Poetry Live in
Brighton. Hearing poems that I study in
English has made me appreciate them in
a new light. The poets’ explanations for
what they have written and why has also
helped to deepen my understanding of
the poems and allows me to improve my
essays with better contextual
knowledge. Overall, it is a very useful
and different experience for all English
Literature students.

I was also lucky enough to go on the
‘An Inspector Calls’ theatre visit later
that month. Seeing the play
performed gave me a different
interpretation and understanding
which one cannot get from simply
reading it or watching the film
version. It was a very memorable
depiction that has helped me
remember what the different
characters do and say in the play
more clearly, which is fundamental
when writing the ‘An Inspector Calls’
essay in the English Literature GCSE.
On the whole, I found the visit to be
very beneficial and unique, and I
would recommend it to anyone.
By Sophia Revell
The Innocent World
The world is a wonderful place.
The grass is green, and the sun shines bright,
Sometimes I would even been able to fly a kite,
The water is clear and there’s no trace of fear,
she felt so safe and secure here.
I thought it was ok here, no problems at all,
The world was warmer and I thought we were all getting
along,
After some years I stood right in tears,
That the world wouldn’t be ok for much longer.

“Wear it Pink for Breast Cancer”
Claverham raised £2,187.40 for ‘Breast Cancer Now’
charity, thank you to everyone who contributed and took
part in the fundraising.

English News - Accelerated Reader
Peter Champion, 7C44, is the first year 7 to read a million
words through Accelerated Reader, a massive well done
to Peter.
Mrs Griss

The trees are coming down,
There are fires all around,
The animals are trying to ask us for help,
The arctic is melting and plastics polluting,
Global warming has become a thing.
As young and naive I was, I started to realise this is not fun,
The world is damaged, it is crying for help,
please help it out, otherwise our time will run out.
The sky is thicker,
The stars are disappearing,
Don’t get me started on what I’m hearing.
We will be ok, if we all work together, we don’t have
much longer.
We will all die and wither.
By Emma Tingley

Head of English
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Telleham Talent from 7T34

Singer and Performer Charlotte

We are very lucky to have some amazing talent in
Year 7 this year. Here, 7T34 talk about some of their
achievements outside of school since they joined in
September…….

“At Glyndebourne I performed with the adult chorus. They
had just come back from their tour. In October I went to
the audition, there were a lot of other children around
my age and younger. It was nerve racking at first. For the
auditions we had to sing two songs and then act. The first
song we sang was from the opera Hansel and Gretel. It
was called evening preys. We did it in two parts, soprano
and alto. I sang in the soprano group. Next we sang the
sussex carol. This wasn’t in parts. After a few months I
found out I had got in! Then we went to rehearsals. I had
to go frequently after school. When the day arrived I was
so excited. The stage was massive and I had an amazing
time!
I have also taken a singing exam where I had to sing
four songs. My first song was in Italian. It was called Caro
mio ben. My next song was in German, called Seligkit.
This song took me ages to learn as the words were
not pronounced how they looked. My third song was
Somewhere Over the rainbow. This one was the easiest
one to learn. My last song was a folk song meaning it was
unaccompanied. I had to wait a few weeks for my results
but I got 45 out of 50 which is a Distinction”.
https://www.musicomh.com/classical/features-classical/
preview-glyndebourne-festival-opera-2019

Street Dancer Brooke
“On December 15th I did a show
for Fusion street dance attended
by the Mayor of Hastings. I was
a bit nervous but I was slightly
confident to try and do my best. I
did two solos and five groups. Even
though I felt like I’d broke lots of
bones, I knew it was worth it. At the
end of the performance we all did one last thing as it was
a Christmas special. We all dressed up in our elf pajamas
and put lipstick on our face to get the perfect elf look. We
also did one of our old dances from two years ago, the
audience was tough but I had fun. All in all it was great
fun and I hope more students from Claverham decide to
sign up”.

PTA News
On Thursday 30th January, Claverham PTA held a Chinese
dinner and quiz night. The evening was very well attended
with 20 teams battling it out. The food was excellent and
loved by all. Thank you to the “You family” for their time
and attention to the food. The top three teams were:
1st - WYSIWYG
2nd - The Prawn Toasts
3rd - St Marys Virgins
The quiz raised £1,020 for the PTA social committee fund.
Thank you to all the staff, parents and governors for their
support.

Musician James
“For my violin exam I had to play 3 tunes: Polonaise,Over
The Rainbow and America; each piece worth 30 marks
and my teacher played the accompaniments. She then
left the room and I had to play a selection of scales. After
this I had the oral tests, was given a piece to analyse and
play along with a singing and rhythm test too”.

Mr Harrold - Chair of PTA

Scuba Diver Seb
“When I went on my scuba diving course in The Maldives
I was in a group of four and we had a high ranked dive
instructor called Adrian. I had to do 7 dives to pass my
qualifications and my first dive was off the house reef
which was an orientation dive. The second one was skills
to take your mask off or regulator recovery. My third
dive was the same sort of thing and the fourth dive was
another house reef dive. These got us ready for the dive
we had the next day. The next day we went out on an
hour long boat journey where we had three dives. The
current was very strong on the first but on the other two it
was fine. After the last one we were given our logbooks
and told we had passed”.
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Fundraising

Year 11 Curriculum Update

Children with Cancer Fund

The College Mock Examinations have just been
completed. Mock examinations serve to consolidate
knowledge and understanding, whilst providing pupils with
a valuable opportunity to practice exam technique in the
exam venue. All subjects, except Art, have been assessed
during this period and the results will be issued to parents
in advance of the second Parents Evening scheduled for
March 12th. These results should highlight areas which
need to be worked on prior to the actual examinations
and can also boost confidence of the pupils that they are
on track to achieve their target grades.

We received a thank you letter from Children with Cancer
Fund:
On behalf of the CWCF I would like to thank you for your
generous cheque donation of £720.13, which I understand
was raised by your pupils on Christmas Jumper Day. We
are extremely grateful for your donation. Please pass our
thanks and gratitude to all those who contributed. We
have put this money towards cleaning and welcome
packs for our family caravans.
Every donation we receive here at CWCF helps us to
achieve our aim, which is to help the children and their
families whilst they are going through such a difficult time.
Surviving Christmas
We received a thank you letter from Surviving Christmas:
“I am writing to thank you, your pupils, staff and parents
for the generous donation of £720.13 you raised for Surviving Christmas.
As you are probably aware, the need continues to
increase and without your support we would find it very
difficult to provide the hampers, support and Christmas
festivities for those in the Hastings and Rother Districts who
are struggling not just at Christmas, but all year.
Your support is very much appreciated.”
Bexhill Foodbank

On the ‘Revision’ section of the College website, you will
find curriculum information from all the subjects currently
being studied by Year 11 pupils. Each subject has
provided the name of the relevant Examination Board
along with the titles and ISBN numbers of recommended
revision guides (if appropriate) and any websites which
may be useful while revising.
There is no doubt that a key component of successful
revision is the planning of a revision schedule. All pupils
should consider making this a priority to cover the time
remaining before the first GCSE examination in May.
We will soon begin providing a comprehensive
programme of revision and extra-curricular study. The
schedule for these sessions is available on the website.
https://claverham.e-sussex.sch.uk/students/revision/
We firmly believe that pupils should not become over
reliant on the revision classes which take place after
school and that they also develop the ability and skills to
study independently.
As always, your support with this is very much valued as
we aim to ensure your child is in the best possible position
going into their final summer examinations.

Governor Recruitment Event
The East Sussex Governor and Clerking Service are holding
a recruitment event for prospective governors in the
Rother area.

Shelter
We received a thank you letter from Shelter too:
On behalf of Shelter, I would like to say thank you for your
recent donation of £72.70 that you raised for Shelter.
This is a great amount raised and your support is both
inspirational and heart-warming and a great example of
people coming together to help those more vulnerable
within our communities.
Your contribution is invaluable to the continuation of our
work and we really appreciate all your support.
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If you would be interested in hearing about becoming
a school governor, we would like to invite you to the
prospective governor recruitment event, which will be
taking place on 5 March 2020, from 4pm to 6pm at the
Flackley Ash Hotel in Peasmarsh. You can register your
interest for this event on Eventbrite.
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The internet – an inspiring and positive place
The internet is an amazing resource which enables children and young people to connect, communicate and be creative in a
number of different ways, on a range of devices. However, the internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date
with your children’s use of technology can be a challenge. You may sometimes feel that your child has better technical skills than
you do, however children and young people still need advice and protection when it comes to managing their lives online. Issues
that your child may encounter on the internet will vary depending on their age and online activities. We have grouped potential
online risks into these 4 categories.

Conduct:

Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have on both themselves and other people, and the digital footprint
that they create on the internet. It’s easy to feel anonymous online and it’s important that children are aware of who is able to view, and
potentially share, the information that they may have posted. When using the internet, it’s important to keep personal information safe
and not share it with strangers. Encourage your child to be respectful and responsible when communicating with others online, and to consider
how what they share may reflect on them. Discuss with your child the importance of reporting inappropriate conversations, messages, images
and behaviours and how this can be done.

Content:
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or harmful. This is true for content accessed and viewed via social
networks, online games, blogs and websites. It’s important for children to consider the reliability of online material and be aware that it
might not be true or written with a bias. Children may need your help as they begin to assess content in this way. There can be legal
consequences for using or downloading copyrighted content, without seeking the author’s permission.

Contact:

It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not be who they say they are and that once a friend is added to an
online account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. Regularly reviewing friends lists and removing unwanted
contacts is a useful step. Privacy settings online may also allow you to customise the information that each friend is able to access. If you have
concerns that your child is, or has been, the subject of inappropriate sexual contact or approach by another person, it’s vital that you report it to
the police via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (w
www.ceop.police.uk). If your child is bullied online, this can also be reported
online and offline. Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted adult straight away if someone is bullying them or making them feel
uncomfortable, or if one of their friends is being bullied online.

Commercialism:
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by advertising and marketing schemes, which can also mean
inadvertently spending money online, for example within apps. Encourage your child to keep their personal information private, learn how
to block both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing on devices where possible, and use a family email address when filling in
online forms. Make your child aware of scams that may seek to gain access to their accounts, and advise them to be wary in following links or
opening attachments in emails that appear to be from organisations such as banks and service providers.

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their internet use.
Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.
Ask your
children to tell you
about the sites
they like to visit and
what they enjoy
doing online.

Ask them about
how they stay safe
online. What tips
do they have for
you, and where did
they learn them?
What is OK and
not OK to share?

Ask them if they
know where to go
for help, where to
find the safety
advice, privacy
settings and how
to report or block
on the services
they use.

Encourage them
to help someone!
Perhaps they can
show you how to do
something better
online or they might
have a friend who
would benefit from
their help and
support.

Think about
how you each use
the internet. What
more could you do
to use the internet
together? Are there
activities that you
could enjoy as a
family?

Find out more ways of starting a conversation about online safety at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation

