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Hastings Sierra Leone Friendship Link
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We are delighted that Claverham Community College is now a part of the
Hastings Sierra Leone Friendship Link (HSLFL). We have been twinned with
Huntingdon Junior Secondary School in Hastings, Sierra Leone. On Thursday
11th October, the UK co-ordinator Roger Mitchell and his counterpart from
Sierra Leone, Francis Mason visited Claverham.
The College has been in contact with the Head teacher Sia, about working on
a joint project. The project will be regarding zero waste; an issue that is very
topical at the moment. Ideas discussed between Mr Mason and our Assistant
Principal, Mr Wilson included generating electricity from recycled plastic
bottles. Claverham is in the process of applying to the British Council for a
‘Connecting Classrooms’ funding package.
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DATES FOR DIARIES
•

19th October - Last Day of Term

Dressed in bright traditional shirts Roger Mitchell and Francis Mason visited a
Geography lesson. Francis Mason talked about how the capital city Freetown
got its name and about the English based creole or Krio language. Students in
9W4 learnt to say goodby in Krio - “ta ta”.

•

29th October - Term Resumes with
Inter House Cross Country Week

•

30th October - Yr. 9 Widening
Participation Trip

Next, our visitors went to a technology lesson and learnt about pewter casting
and watched a demonstration. Students in 9H2 wrote letters to students in
Sierra Leone and greeted Francis Mason in Krio.

•

5th November - Art Mocks week

•

8th November - Ex-Yr.11 Presentation
Evening

Claverham students are aiming to raise funds to purchase a small solar panel
to run a re-conditioned laptop which can be used by students in Sierra Leone.
This will help the two schools work together on the recycling/zero waste
project. Please look out for further details regarding the fund raising.

•

14th November - Oxford University Trip

•

15th November - Yr. 11 Parents’
Evening

•

21st November - PTA Meeting

•

22nd November - Yr. 10 Parents’
Evening

•

28th November - 30th November School Production ‘Chicago’

•

30th November - Yr. 10 Science Live
Trip

•

5th December - Yr. 11 Poetry Live Trip

•

6th December - Option Information
Parents’ Evening

•

10th December - Yr. 9 Widening
Participation Trip

•

13th December - Yrs. 7 & 8 PTA Disco

•

14th December - Yr. 9 Widening
Participation Trip

•

18th December - Christmas Concert

•

19th December - Last Day of Term

If anyone has renewed their laptop recently and if the old one is five years
old or less, would you be willing to donate it to us so the IT department can
recondition it for use by our partner school? Thank you in advance.
Ms Kemp & Ms Comfort

‘Numquan certo scire potest’
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Edulink - New Parent APP
We are currently in the process of introducing our
new parental information and communication system
EdulinkOne. We will be using this system to provide you
with essential information about your child’s academic
progress, along with more general updates about the
College community.
All assessments and profiles during the course of the school
year will now only be available to view via EdulinkOne.
Parent login details are being sent out one year group at a
time, over the next few weeks, ready in time for your child’s
first assessment.
If you require further support with the new Edulink app,
please email IT Services: itsupport@claverham.org.

Careers

Car Parking
The area at the front of the College, further along North
Trade Road and the adjoining roads continue to be very
busy, particularly at the beginning and end of the day.
Coaches need to be able to pass through the site and I
would be grateful if parents could keep the front of the
College clear at peak times.
I have also had to field calls from our neighbours, especially
in Battle Gates complaining that parents are obstructing
their driveways. I have also been asked by the owners of
properties in the roads adjoining North Trade Road to ask
that parents are considerate in the way which they drive
and park so as not to pose a danger to pupils and other
pedestrians.
Could I also take this opportunity to remind parents that
there are no rights of way through the College? Cars
driving onto the site to drop off or pick up their children or
using the entrances as an area to turn round, do constitute
a hazard to our pupils, especially at the start and end of
the school day.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Mr Swatton

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

The recent Moving On Event for Year 11 students was very
well attended with a real buzz created by the assemblies
and drop in session at lunchtime. Many of the students
gained a clearer picture of what was on offer to them next
year and have started making plans for their future.
Can we remind Year 11 parents that the application process
has begun in Careers lessons and that all students have a
login to UCAS Progress, the online application service, and
that this went live at the beginning of October.
Most institutions are now running open evenings and we
would recommend that you attend as many as possible
to get a feel for the range of establishments that are out
there. Students can now make multiple applications and
those interested in apprenticeships should still apply to a
college but also look out for apprenticeships that tend to
be advertised at the beginning of the financial year.
College applications should be completed by the end of
January at the latest to avoid disappointment. Anyone
requiring further advice on careers should contact Mrs
Masters at the College in the first instance.
Mr Page
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Regional Relay Swimming Competition

It was a delight to take the students to the gala and their
attitude was a credit to the College.

Wednesday 3rd October was the annual outing for
swimmers to compete against other schools in the South
East Region. The venue was the leafy Pavilions in the Park
Sports Complex in Horsham. Mr Cunningham and Mrs
Conte transported a team of Junior Boys and a team of
Intermediate Boys to complete the 4 x 50m Freestyle and 4
x 50m Medley Relays.

Mrs Conte & Mr Cunningham

The Junior Boys team comprised of:

Year 7 Football
The newly assembled Claverham Year 7 football team
completed a spectacular debut in the South East Sussex
‘A’ League with an emphatic 13-0 victory over St. Richards
Catholic College.
The hallowed Claverham turf (or more accurately, Astro)
was the scene of an extremely one sided season opener.
From the kick off Claverham asserted a high pressing,
combative, game plan and were rewarded 2 minutes in
with a goal from Toby.

Joe, George, Tom & Charlie
And the Intermediate team were:

At the time of writing I cannot honestly remember who
scored when from then on, as a monsoon of goals rained
in. The half ended 6-0.
With the predictable half time cliche of ‘just keeping playing
as you are’ I was pleasantly surprised that they matched
the first half performance with another outstanding display.
Again regular rotation allowed all squad members to
exhibit their talents and give me a real selection headache
for the next game.
Not ignoring the incredible efforts by the attacking players,
credit must also go to the defence who sniffed out any hint
of a St Richards attack.

Peter, Tom, Joe and Ollie
As usual, it was very hot and busy on poolside when we
arrived for warm-up but the boys soon shook off any nerves
after they had completed a few practice lengths under
the watchful eye of Mrs Conte.

A hat-trick capped an excellent Captain’s performance
for Ed. Toby also scored the magic 3 and Toby finished the
game with 4 goals to his name and, quite deservedly, the
Man of the Match award.
Mr Cunningham

The Intermediate Boys team completed the 4 x 50m
Medley relay first with Peter swimming 2 lengths of very
fluid backstroke followed by Tom powering through with
2 lengths of breaststroke then Ollie completely owning
the butterfly and Joe bringing the team home with a very
rapid 2 lengths of freestyle. The team came 6th out of 12
competing schools.
Next it was the turn of the Junior Boys to complete their
Medley Relay. Tom started the team with an excellent
execution of backstroke followed by George with a great
example of breaststroke, then Charlie with a blistering
2 lengths of butterfly and Joe finishing off a great team
effort with the freestyle. These boys have never competed
together before and their team spirit shone through. They
finished 13th out of 16 competing
schools.
Later both teams competed in the 4 x 50m freestyle relay.
The Intermediate Boys finished 7th out of 15 schools and
the Junior Boys finished a commendable 14th out of 18
competing schools.
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Update – School Funding Campaign
Firstly, thank you for the huge support that you gave to
Headteachers who campaigned for improved school
funding at Westminster on Friday 28 September. Over
2000 head teachers attended in London with many more
supporting their actions too.
It is clear from the emails that colleagues and I received,
that parents overwhelmingly support the need for much
improved investment in our schools. As soon as we receive
a reply from the chancellor, we will let you know. I am sure
everyone will watch with interest to see how he responds
to our requests during the Autumn Statement (Budget) on
Monday 29 October.

Lake District Trip
The annual Lake District trip departed for Keswick on
Thursday 20th September. Despite the long journey
and poor weather the students were in good spirits and
excitement levels were high.
After a good nights sleep and a filling breakfast we headed
for the first mountains of our trip. Despite the pouring rain we
parked at Honistor slate mine and headed into the heart of
the north western lakes. We headed for and climbed the
iconic Haystacks mountain before dropping into the valley
behind and climbing up Great Gable. An interesting and
challenging introduction to the lakes.
After an impromptu and unofficial school council meeting
over dinner on Friday evening, day two was upon us. The
weather cleared to show the students the glorious sights
and views as we climbed out of Buttermere and made our
way over the high tops back towards the hostel. Scotland
was visible from the top of Grisedale Pike and the students
tackled the difficult climb. Resilience levels challenged and
friendships tested!
Mr Ockmore along with the map reading marvel of Miss
Comfort tackled a walk from Stonethwaite farm along
Langstrath Beck near Stonethwaite Fell. Walked up towards
Rossett Pike and returned along the other side of the river.
A shorter day by beautiful views.
A great experience had by all. Thank you to Mr and Mrs
Swatton, Ms Comfort and Mr Ockmore for their help and
support and a big pat on the back to the students for
climbing every mountain!

Following recent headlines, Headteachers across the
country hope very much that the Government and
the Department for Education, in particular, will avoid
providing parents and the wider public with misleading
information about spending on schools. This week’s letter
to the Department of Education from the UK Statistics
Authority underlines all of the points that Worth Less? have
repeatedly stated to parents over the past three years.
“I am sure you (The Department for Education) share
my concerns that instances such as these do not help to
promote trust and confidence in official data, and indeed
risk undermining them.”
Sir David Norgrove – Head of the UK Statistics Authority
(8/10/18)
It is unfortunately incorrect to suggest that Government
spending on schools is much higher than in other
comparable countries; in order to make this claim the
Department for Education included spending made by
families on university tuition fees (loans to students) and
independent (private) school fees. This adds billions of
pounds to headline data but has absolutely no effect on
funding received by schools.
Parents have also asked how they can support the drive
for improved funding. In light of this we are able to let
you know that parent groups have lobbied parliament (10
October) and there will also be a national day of parental
action on 19 October. For more information about 19
October, please search #parentsteachersunite on Twitter
or Facebook.
We would again like to thank you for your support and
confirm that our campaign will remain reasonable and
determined with a single goal of ensuring that every school
and pupil receive a much better deal in the near future.
Mr Swatton

Mr Harrold
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School Uniform
It has become noticeable that some pupils both male and
female are wearing boots to school. This is not in line with
the school uniform policy which clearly states that shoes
should be “plain black, of a conventional style”.
If your child is currently wearing boots to school could you
please ensure that when they return to school after the half
term break they are wearing the appropriate footwear.
Can I also take this opportunity of highlighting other uniform
issues that have arisen this term:
Haircuts must be in compliance with the College rules.
There should be no dramatic difference in length between
the sides and top. Hair extensions are not allowed. Boys
must be clean shaven; their hair should be above the collar
and not less than a grade 2 cut.
Girls should wear navy tights and boys should wear black
socks of a conventional style.
Students must not wear jewellery with the exception of girls,
who may wear one very small stud in each ear lobe. Makeup is not permitted.
I hope this helps clarify any ambiguities.
Mr Carney

Fund Raising Thanks

Cross-Country Inter House Week
Just a reminder that the week after the half term break,
there will be the inter house cross-country taking place.
Pupils will be taking part during their normal double PE
lessons (it will be a week 2). They need to ensure that they
bring old trainers and appropriate outdoor PE kit with a
bottle of water.
Points are awarded to pupils for taking part and also medals
are given out to the top three in each house in each year
group, so all to run for!
Mr Jones

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Phone
School Reception: 01424 772155
Email
info@claverham.org

Address
Claverham Community College
North Trade Road
Battle
East Sussex
TN33 0HT

5

Happy Half Term Holiday
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AUTUMN CLUB LIST
LUNCHTIME
CLUBS

Astro
12:55-1:30

AFTER
SCHOOL
CLUBS
3:30-4:40

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Handball
Sports Hall
All Years
SG

GCSE Dance
Rehearsals
Dance Studio
LCG

Table Tennis
Gym
Year 9,10,11
SRJ

Yoga
Year 9, 10 & 11
VLS

GCSE Dance
rehearsals
Dance Studio
LCG

Chicago Dance
rehearsals
Hall
LCG

Chicago Dance
rehearsals
Dance Studio
LCG

Table Tennis
Year 7&8
JJG

Astro
Year 7 priority
DBO

Astro
Year 8 priority
SRJ

Astro
Year 9 priority
MJC

Astro
Year 10 priority
MPH

Astro
Year 11 priority
JCH

Girls Netball
Courts
Year 7&8
LJM

Gymnastics
Gym
All Years
SG

Girls Netball
Courts
Year 9, 10, 11
MPH

Chicago Musical
Rehearsals
LCG

Trampolining
Gym
Year 9, 10, 11
JJG

Boys Football
Astro
Year 8 & 9
JCH

Trampolining
Gym
Year 7&8
LJM/VLS

Boys Football
Astro
Year 10&11
SRJ

Girls Football
Astro
All Years
AD

Boys Football
Astro
Year 7
MJC

Boys Rugby
Field
All Years
JCH/DJC

Hockey
Astro
All Years
VLS

Duke of Edinburgh
Fitness
JCH

Chicago Dance
rehearsals
LCG

GCSE Dance
Choreography and Set
dance
LCG

GCSE Dance
Workshop
(1 to 1)
LCG

Staff Meetings

GCSE Dance
Workshop
(1 to 1)

Badminton
All Years
LJM
Chicago Dance
rehearsals
Dance Studio
LCG
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