DECEMBER

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

2021

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS
2.

MESSAGE BOARD

3.

ARMISTICE WEEK, STUDENT
ENRICHMENT, QUALITY IN CAREERS

this is a slightly sad time for many members of the

4.

FUNDRAISING

Claverham community, it is wonderful to see that the

5.

THE CRANMER AWARDS, PARENT &
STUDENT BOOK CLUB, LANGUAGES

6.

DRUSILLAS TRIP, DRAMA TRIP

7.

WORLDVIEW STUDIES NEWS, BLACK
HISTORY MONTH, ACCELERATED
READER, WRITING COMPETITION,
YOUTH CABINET

8.

INTERHOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
RESULTS, VENUS, SPORTS CLUBS LIST

9.

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY

As you may have noticed, this term has seen the start of
the demolition of the main old school block. Although

Claverham values and ethos live on as strongly as ever
through our students and staff despite the change of
accommodation. We have settled quickly into our new
temporary home and have not let the change distract us
from our core purpose of providing a great school for our
community. We are now looking forward to the continued
development of our new school block and the
opportunities that this exciting project will bring.
I am extremely proud of the way which our school community has navigated this

DATES FOR DIARIES

extraordinary term and for the way in which our students have engaged with their learning,

Tuesday 4th January

taken part in enrichment activities and adopted the measures in place to help us all stay

College INSET day

Wednesday 5th January

safe.

College reopens to pupils

I know that you would want to join me in thanking all of our teachers and the many other
members of staff who have worked extremely hard to keep the college open, through
some very challenging circumstances; enabling our students to continue to make
progress in line with our high expectations and helping to keep us all safe.
It appears that we may have yet more challenges on the horizon, but I am sure that by
working closely together we can find a clear path forward which supports all members
of our community.

Monday 10th January
Year 11 G.C.S.E Mock Examinations
begin

Thursday 13th January
Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Consultation
Evening

Thursday 3rd February
Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Friday 11th February
Last day of term

I wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and look forward to continuing to work with
‘Numquan certo scire potest’

you in 2022.
MR. SWATTON, PRINCIPAL

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

Phone
School Reception: 01424 772155
Email
info@claverham.org

Address
Claverham Community College
North Trade Road
Battle
East Sussex
TN33 0HT

1

MESSAGE BOARD
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

OVERSEAS TRIPS

I would ask parents to give the College advanced notice of

We are currently planning overseas trips including a Ski Trip,

medical appointments where these cannot be arranged outside

History Trip and Languages Trips. However, due to current Covid

school hours. If a medical or other appointment requires your child

Travel restrictions and advice from East Sussex County Council

to leave during the school day a letter from you is still required

we have had to ‘pause’ our plans. As soon as we are given the go

and needs to be handed to your child’s House Tutor for signature

ahead to continue we shall begin to advertise them to you and

at morning registration on the day of the appointment. This letter

your son or daughter.

needs to be handed to reception when signing out as confirmation
that they have permission to leave. I understand it is not always
possible to make medical appointments out of school hours, but
appreciate your efforts in keeping the amount of missed time to
a minimum.

REVISED SCHOOL TERM & HOLIDAY
DATES 2021/2022 - QUEEN’S PLATINUM
JUBILEE 2022
To accommodate the additional Bank Holiday on 3 June 2022, East
Sussex County Council has agreed that the 2021/22 academic

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL
To ensure the safety of your child please note that medication,
prescribed or over the counter, must NOT be carried by pupils in

year will finish a day earlier, on Thursday 21 July 2022 instead of
Friday 22 July 2022.

school. It is recommended that, where possible, dose frequencies

The school term and holiday dates on the ESCC website were

are prescribed which enable medication to be taken out of school

updated following the decision. The schools full list of term dates

hours. However, if it is essential that your child has medication

is on the school website, Claverham Community College Website

during the school day this can be arranged but specific guidelines

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

apply. Please contact Reception or refer to the College website

The Christmas ‘concert’ is online once again this year, and the

for full details.

site will go live at the end of term. There will be performances from

LOST PROPERTY

the choir, along with solos and duets. The site can be found at:

We have very limited space to store lost property and are unable

sites.google.com/claverham.org/christmas-2021/home

to keep it for very long. Please ensure ALL of your child’s items

This can only be accessed via a Claverham account.

are clearly named so we can return them easily. Pupils are able
to check lost property at the Pupil Reception on the ground floor

OPEN FOR PARENTS
Open for Parents offer help and support directly to parents, free

of the temporary building.

of charge, as part of East Sussex’s Early Help 0-19 Services

FORGOTTEN ITEMS

provision. They provide a variety of online parenting courses, each

Our Visitor Reception is completely separate from our Pupil

with specific tips to help them deal with the most common

Reception and it is therefore very difficult to get items to pupils

behaviour problems. To view the full guide please visit:

during the school day. If your child has forgotten their PE kit, Food
& Nutrition ingredients etc, we are unable to deliver them. Please
help them to be organised so they are prepared for all lessons.

claverham.e-sussex.sch.uk/documents/lettershome/Open for
Parents - Parenting Guide.pdf

Thank you.
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STUDENT ENRICHMENT
Our purpose is to provide a holistic education supporting the
development of academic and personal skills. We are currently
looking at our enrichment offering and what opportunities that
students have here at Claverham.
We have asked the students to reflect on how they are enriched
inside and outside of the classroom and the College. These
thoughts will then be captured and will see the students build a
student portfolio of all the different experiences, life skills, hobbies
and activities that they are involved in during their daily routines
and busy lives.
The aim of this is to encourage and raise participation in all
aspects of College life and allow us to understand the current
landscape and then tailor the enrichment offering that we currently

ARMISTICE WEEK

deliver outside of lesson time. We will then develop this further in

During Armistice week all students heard about the relevance of

the coming terms.

remembrance to events which happen in their lifetimes and the
sacrifices others made on their behalf. The heroic story of Dr
Johnson Beharry VC was shared and students listened
impeccably to the assembly.

WATCH THIS SPACE.
If you have any questions or ideas regarding this please contact
Mr Harrold at the College: jch@claverham.org

On Armistice Day itself we held a collective act of remembrance
at 11am when the whole College community fell silent for two

QUALITY IN CAREERS

minutes. There was a short service which preceded the silence
conducted by the Head Girl, Alesha, Head Boy, Felix and Lead
Prefect for Remembrance, Leo. There were readings and the
exhortation was recited.
At the same time, our Year
10 prefects Dylan and Daisy
visited The Abbey Green
in Battle. They delivered

“Claverham Community College is fully meeting the Quality in

readings on behalf of the

Careers Standard, through Investor in Careers and everyone

College and impressed all

involved in the CEIAG programme should feel proud of the

attendees with their delivery.

contribution they have made to its success.”
*CEAIG across the curriculum*
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FUNDRAISING
MONTJOIE CAKE SALE

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

For the eighth year the Montjoie families

Thank you to all of our students and families who supported our

have come together to put on one of the

fundraising activities on our Christmas Jumper Day, 10th

biggest cake sales held at Claverham in

December. It was a wonderful way of collecting donations for two

our annual Poppy Cake Sale. As always,

local charities and brightening up a fairly grey winter’s day at the

there were some incredible homemade treats and lots of donated

same time.

goods. It took the Montjoie volunteers and House Prefect team
two days to sell all the items, and maybe sample a few!

We managed to amass a large amount of items which will be
donated to Battle FoodBank to support local families in need. Due

They again managed to make over £400 and with a little extra

to the generosity of our community we were also able to collect

previously raised funds have managed to raise an incredible

over £1600 in donations which will be given to Surviving Christmas

£728.24 which is being split between the Poppy Appeal and

to support their work in helping to provide relief to persons who

Macmillan Cancer Support. These charities mean an awful lot to

are in need, hardship or distress across Hastings and Rother.

the House and College and I am extremely proud and grateful to
all those who played their part in supporting such fantastic causes.

Thank you all for giving so generously to these two fantastic
causes.

OAKWOOD CHARITY EVENTS
Oakwood House held a cake sale to raise funds for Macmillan.
Pupils brought in donations for us to sell, a big thank you to them
all. Oakwood pupils ran the cake sale and raised a total of £148.95.
Also in support of Macmillan, Mrs Hardy and a group of wonderful
Oakwood prefects held a film and popcorn event in the library.
This was really well attended and the children enjoyed it. The
students that helped were absolutely brilliant and a credit to the
House. This raised £67.24.

Huge thank you to all students who have donated empty
crisp packets to support Warming Up the Homeless in
making some insulation blankets to keep the homeless
warm this christmas. Special thanks to Year 9 Kacey, Billie,
Evie and Jessica (Year 8) who helped make the blankets at
Art Club after school.

A great effort from Oakwood.

NON-UNIFORM DAY
On November 12th, the College had a non- uniform day raising
money for the charity Show Racism The Red Card. This charity
supports people who have experienced racism and teaches
people how to challenge racism, so students were encouraged
to wear red to show their support. But also on this day, it was
Children In Need, so the college also raised money for this cause
too. Students donated £2, £1 going to each charity. The College
raised an amazing amount of £1536.
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PARENT AND STUDENT BOOK CLUB
Our student and parent book club is in full swing, with parents
reading The Curious Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, and students
reading the Wren Hunt. With an online meet on the horizon in
January to discuss reviews and opinions on the novels, we are

THE CRANMER AWARDS

excited to see the responses and perspectives. Spaces are still

Seven Claverham students recently took part in the Cranmer

available for anyone wanting to join, with the next books in the

Awards local heat, held at St. Mary’s Church, Battle. They had to

club being issued in February. Anyone interested in joining please

read extracts, lasting between three to five minutes, from the 1662

contact Miss R Barrett at rb@claverham.org

Book of Common Prayer.

LANGUAGES

They all read beautifully and were complimented by the Dean for
their contributions to the competition.

The MFL Department has organised a Pen Pal friend project
where the students studying Spanish have taken part in this

Becky won the junior category and is now facing the final, which

exciting activity.

is to be held at Hampton Court Palace in February.

The students have been paired

Daisy was placed second. Evie was Highly Commended in the

up with one, and sometimes

same category.

two, Spanish students who are
studying English in a bilingual

In the senior category, Emmeline was also Highly Commended.

school in the north of Spain.
The group spent a couple of

Ella, Tristan and Melanya also took part and their performances,

lunch times writing Christmas

in a competition of the highest quality, could not be faulted.

Cards to introduce themselves

Congratulations and thank you to all the students.

and to wish a Happy Christmas
to their new friends all in Spanish. We are now hoping to receive
our first set of replies just before Christmas.
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TRIP TO ‘THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF
THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME’
On Thursday 25th November, a frosty, bright, autumnal
day-dressed in non-school uniform, (a treat indeed), twenty-six
Drama students, along with myself, Mr Lochan-Grimer and Mrs
Fenwick, set off, by coach, to the Troubadour Wembley Park
Theatre in London to see the National Theatre’s Olivier and Tony
Award winning production of The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time.
Set in Swindon and London, the play tells the story of 15 year old
Christopher, who has an extraordinary brain. He is exceptional at
maths, while everyday life presents some barriers. He has never
ventured alone beyond the end of his road, he detests being
touched and he distrusts strangers. When he falls under suspicion
for killing his neighbour’s dog, it takes him on a journey that

DRUSILLAS TRIP
On Wednesday 17th November a group of Year 8 students
travelled to Drusillas Zoo for an Animal Encounters experience.

upturns his world.
This was a mesmerising production: energetic, innovative and
life-affirming. We were all agreed that we’d return to see it again
in a heart beat.
MS TAYLOR
The drama trip to The Curious Incident of the Dog in the NightTime was fantastic, breathtaking and extraordinary. It was an
amazing opportunity to experience such a different theatrical
performance that really engaged us. The lighting and setting were
carefully crafted. We were interested to discover that the director
specifically wanted an actor who had an autistic spectrum

The students had a talk from the Education Officers who showed

disorder to play the role of Christopher, making his experiences

them a variety of animals and insects including snakes, rats,

all the more real.

lizard’s, cockroaches and even an armadillo! They were allowed
to stroke and sometimes even hold the animals during the session.

BETH, ELSA & CAITLIN

This was followed by a tour around the zoo. Students thoroughly
enjoyed seeing all of the inhabitants and taking part in the various
Zoo Olympic challenges. The day concluded with a trip on the
train and a chance to go on some of the rides.
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ACCELERATED READER MILLIONAIRES!
Congratulations to Ellie who has read over 1,000,000 words.
Special congratulations also go to Jamie and Renée who have
both read over a staggering 2,000,000 words.
Keep going because there are many pupils who are hot on your
heels! Well done to everyone who have quizzed this term! Keep
up the good work.
To quiz from home, go to:
ukhosted36.renlearn.co.uk/1896587
To check a book level go to www.arbookfind.co.uk

WRITING COMPETITION
The Twisted Tales story writing competition is currently ongoing,

WORLDVIEW STUDIES NEWS

the deadline being Monday the 13th December, with the winner

BLACK HISTORY MONTH COMPETITION
WINNER

use their creative minds to create a dark and twisted spooky story

Well done to Eli for his winning portrait and short essay on Marcus
Rashford, pictured above. Some of the other close runners up are
pictured below.

being announced shortly after. We are encouraging students to

in 100 words. So far, we have received fantastic tales and look
forward to more thrilling entries. With January soon approaching
a new writing competition will be awaiting students once they
return, so please keep your eyes peeled on the noticeboard for
new competitions. Any students interested in writing competitions
please speak to Miss R Barrett at rb@claverham.org, or get an
application form from room 43.

YOUTH CABINET
This year we had two pupils applying
for the role of Youth Cabinet Member,
Isabel and Margot.
We would like to congratulate Isabel
who, gained the majority vote and
will therefore represent 11-18 year
olds from East Sussex and will also
have the chance to become a UK
Youth Parliament (UKYP) Member.
Well done to both students for
putting themselves forward.
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VENUS
Mrs Pitman has a class pet called Venus!
Venus is an Australian Bearded Dragon.
Sadly, she didn’t have the best start in
life with owners who did not know how
to care for Beardies and became very
poorly and nearly died. Venus has now
been nursed back to full health, although
she does have a few mobility issues.
She is very friendly, loves her beard to be stroked and has a
ferocious appetite of grass hoppers, dubia roaches and fruit grubs.
Venus spends her time living in room 23 and Mrs Pitman’s house.
Feel free to pop by and say hello to her.
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AUTUMN CLUB LIST
MONDAY
LUNCHTIME
CLUBS

TUESDAY

Mixed Games
Sports Hall
Year 7,8,9
SG

Astro
12:55-1:30

Web Address
http://www.claverham.org

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Badminton
Sports Hall
All Years
LJM

Dance
Year 9
Dance Studio
LCG

Dance
Year 8
Dance Studio
LCG

Astro
Year 11 priority
MPH

Dance
Year 7
Dance Studio
LCG
Astro
Year 7 priority
MJC

AFTER
SCHOOL
CLUBS
3:30-4:30

WEDNESDAY

Staff Meetings

Astro
Year 8 priority
SRJ

Astro
Year 9 priority
JCH

Astro
Year 10 priority
JJG

Netball
Sports Hall
Year 7
MPH

Gym
Year 7,8,9
SG

Netball
Sports Hall
Year 8&9
JJG

Football
Astro
Year 8&9
SRJ

Netball
Sports Hall
Year 10&11
LJM

Football
Astro
Year 10&11
MJC

Football
Astro
Year 7
JCH
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